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KK roncous and. licen- 


men taken up for th! 
moſt partin needleſs queſtions (ten- 
[1ng onely- to ſtrife and contention) 
and not' to that umm nocel] army 
viz, the knowledge of Chr:ſt,and the 
mentins of his ſeamleſs coat» 
A 2 WHIC 


9. mMiſcties: ('in theſe er- ; 


rlous 1205) to-ſee the 
thoughrs and fludies of 
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2 An Advice 


ſhould thus: devour our Ni 


( ODT TS Re 


which was never ſo much (and is (11! 
more then other ) divided, through 
difeoting ( I mighe fay difſtraed) 
opinion the mo allo bending 


(like rbgds)wieh evety wind of giddi- 
| neſs and ſelt-intereſt ; a Rehigioris 
ſtedfaline(s to {aund and fixed prin- 


ciples, being 7ara avis in theſe 


. ries / of change *and backſlid- 


And with hojy much tenderneſs | 


and grief of heart, myſt it. peeds * 
be reſented + to (ee CErift perſecu- | 


ted in the name of Chriff ; his : 
Word, Ordinances, atid7Minitt ers 
to beſo:tnuch reviled, rap wound- 


- 


ed:.in the -houſe of his, 
Fuends, -and thar out oy 


102 
yords 
| 2s ! 
\7er42.30. And truly great reaſon 
' havealithoſe. who have found God 
| under a confiant and. painful! J4;r:- 
fees to be. ſad4hereat, ſeeing they 
thus: prophetic. in fack-cloth,, un- 
 &r-a.genietal unflexiblenciy, and 

ſl 4:98 W, the 


againf-Libertiniſm. > 
© gihat Io #5d ſcorn of 
the? Fe king | > Colt iav 7 
TS: 76 «5s! R6h "hip 2 
mots Fig | Mar E Irber> 
ryof Conſe erc?, to-attend on what 
Fetckers ot Ordinance we pleaſe, 
under whidh,. ſome, take” liberry for 
Lies 7 aF) ; ro aired by hy: 0 
| OW 100n aving. once 
* news Ennun Nl ad mae ft up 
* wrac of 0' 
4irain Ke Lok 
of + a obo conſcience "þ JH 
We need” not with that Famous 
Stitor, CMhress Antonms, ach to 
move compaſſion with —_ 
brought Ceſars Robes all b "36 2k a- 
moneft, them, much endeavor to 
manifeſt rhe cruth hereof; 4nd what 
further rnayweexpeR, from ſuch as 
thns go heafſong on, with a Ppreju- 
dicare opinion, "and ( reſolving to 
admir neither debate nor Saitt- Tay - 


inz ) raſhly 2dventure the precipice 


of their own fancy and endlt(s Chi- 
A p- mera 'S, 


- __ a A I, FO VEE NN ERIE 4 Py 


; £2177 G8 FISTS Re Us boa 3 


: —_yr—_——— — ab . 


E, 


An Advice 


-mera's, ſo.oftgn as the tide of no- 


velties and £icdineſs , ſhall ebband 
flow in their unſculed thouchrs 2ob- 
{{inacy alſo bzing bke dead fleſh , 
v hich ſoon makes the grezn wound 
of an errer feller into the ſore of an 
Herefe. 

Never was there ſuch a genzral 
defeaion of Re/rgion, as now 1t 
ſeems molt pretended , and held 


-forth; ſuch general vitrouſn:ſs , 


orowth of <chiſmes , falſeneſs in 
profeſſion ; yea ſuch indifferency 
therein , without any true warmth, 
or. holy fire of zeal and godli- 
neſs. 

- - any ncw dofirine be but com- 
menced, the Author thereof muſt 
be thought Relig:eus, And, ſo 


backward are we to follow. the Sun 


of Righreo-:ſnz(s, a$ that ( if in a 
dark ntzht) an lems fat ns do. b:t 
precece us , or the zx.ſtr of 7ror 
and 1gnorance come athivart us: 
how co their glaring flames amaze 

our 


arainſt Libertin: it m, 5 
op. eyes ; as if thoſe Joi liohts 
were defien'd on purpoſe to, be our 
pathes ; whereas their Rayes lead 
us onzly into” into Rive's and pre- 
clpic es! 
\Anddoth not almotft every hours 
experience ſhew, how apt \we are to 
embrace their diſcourſes , whoſe 
doQrine creeps, and corrodes like 
aCancer, and hath juſtly driven 
wnſelves from the communion of 
tp Charch ? who teal into the af- 
aons of 'the-ignorant with ſmall, 
unde, and modeſt beginnings, 
_ aenwich Aatrery, binde gently,and 
a aft kill mc + their out-fide of 
devetion-( though ofcentimes our- 
ſhining a fincere: (br fron ) being 
dit an 411 baic ro-entice-us into the 
nets of Holineſs and cool diſci- 
pline: 
-» Since the+ more we appear fot 
God, the worſe we are , it we be 
not chat indeed which we appear tO 


Ther: 1s more danger of the 
A yy J ; ol; 1 


6G -  AvAdvie 
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wolfe in the Lambs skin, then in his 
own; when once we begin to nauſe- 
ate at old Traths, and (like flies a- 


+ bout a candle) tro play abour »» 


lights, itsa thouſandto on> but we 
finze ourwings, 1t-ive burn not our 
ſelves. | Thoſe that obſerye the (to- 
ryof the Eaſtern (hurches,, do al- 


_ as the great provocation 
of 


ods wrath to bring upon them 
the blaſphemous do&rine of LM a- 
bomet, becauſe they rejeged the 
wholeforr Traths of the Gof. el. 
But what need we go further to 
prove the ſadexperience hereof,then 
Germany? and God grant ut appear 
not amongft our ſelves, the ſame 
flamtis of evil Dottrize having 'un- 
happily broken our amoneſt us , "by 
thoſe who (as if they had been the 
ſpaun of thoſe Groſiichs in the A- 


poſtles time) account no fin- of 


power enough to defile them, be- 
cauſe they were 75 gvou Tviyuearns, 
by n«ture ſptrircual, Some: there are, 

who 


2 Marie! NS 9 rw of me ce ww ou, coy non oy pow py eg <g— ey rm nd 6. 


who leading lh Women captive : 
ſerve their ends upon the 1mpo*- 
tency of the 'S:x , mixing ſcand{l 
aith their herefie. Others there are, 

whe ving ſurpriſed their will, 

and p eſt their underſtandin? with 
fair þ rand} of rhEir falfe dodrine 
our nature being ron apre to be- 


+ 


” what we have a mind- ro) pre- 
ly conclude i it Orthod»; becauſe 
li, rading ; like :ferical CYCs, cranf- 
the ſpecies ro the ſoul with 
colors of rheir own naking ; and 
Eoptchy moſt pleaſing doarine ro 
ever the moſt taking 3 ; ir being 

Weakneſs of the Organ , whic 
makes us blear-eycd, and car- 
is eadton2 1 wire the Preci 1ce 
corrupt kuwbr; ' wheteih 
WE, ls ſ6 ſubje&t to hug his 
own 1o# , tg hotd his hind be- 
Sun. and his face', and 

upon. every mm "mentor , 
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And are there not / me who (ha- 


vine rheir zez/kindled at the wro'g 


end, and like nothing ſo well as 
that which gozth croſs to th2 grat1 
of Authority) when thzy are looked 
on, will ſeem to a& verrue, with 
much pompouſneſs, any outward 
bravery , but when: the T hearre 15 
empty, wUl pur off their upper gar- 
ment, and retire into rh-1c primi- 
tive vileneſs > Are there not ſone 
(ad CErftians ) benighted in the 
dark intereſt of covereouſneſs, and 
amb:tion, Which too often hei. hren 
and ſcrue up an external ze! , by 
the wooden pins of wo-ldly reſ :e&ts, 
and make no more account of 'K g/1- 
2160, then the profit, or convenien- 
cy it brings with it ? 

Thus, any thing feems layvful 
enough to ſome men, that ſeryeg the 
ends of their amb itlon : who yet are 
ſcrupulous enough in caſes of con- 
ſcience 3 when nothins| of. intereſt 
doth intervene; ſo ſadly do eyil men 
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And are there not { me who (ha- 
vine rheir ze4a/kindled at the wro''g 
a and like nothing ſo well as 
that which gozth crols to th2 grat 1 
of Authority) when thzy are looked 
on, will ſeem to a& verrue, with 
much pompouſneſs, and outw2rd 
bravery , but when: the T hearre 1; 
empty, wUl pur off their upper gar- 
ment, and retire into th-1c priun1- 
tive vileneſs 2 Are there nat ſone 
(ad CErftians ) benighred in the 
dark intereſt of covereouſneſs, a1: 
amb;tion, Which too often hei_ hren 
and ſcrue up an external zeal , by 
the wooden pins of wo-ldly reſets, 
and make no more account of 'A 7/1- 
g1on, then the profit or convenien- 
cy it brings with it ? 

Thus, any thing feems layvful 
enough to ſome men, that ſerves thz 
engs of their amb itfon ; who yet arc 
ſcrupulous enough in caſes of con- 
ſcience » when nothing] of - zntere 1 
doth intervene; ſo ſadly do eyil men 

in 
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againſt Libertiniſm, ©9 
in'theſe dayes , mak: Re/19107 the 
ſervant of interelt ; rheir d2/*g1s be- 
ing therefore the foulcr , by how 
mitzch the' more they need to put on 
a fa.r out-ſide. 

But herein (1c being bad (nning in 
a R-/-gious habit) we outht not to 
frame our 4-votiors to their pattern, 
how ſpecious ſo ever they may ſeem 
to'be, according to the model of 
their own fanc.es ; theſe being bur 
the colours of Rel:g:07 , with which 
theworld is too often deceived, b 
thoſe who cover their Ke/igion wil 
a remote d.fige, leaſt it ſhould 
appear unhandiome' in irs own 
d-eſs, 

Our 1,nderfgndings being once 
clouded with bodily pleaſares thick-* 
en-and' become wholly unable for 
things divize,' - And ive may relt af- 
fured, that thoſe whoſe deſigns un- 
der pretext of Religion , ſeek No- 
thing but the advancement of their 
Temporal affairs, and whoſe me 
y 4.3 


10, - At Advixe: | 
ly humane. Po! cy (admitting Rel:- 
10x according to the. times, and 
their own facies) mak2s uſe of God 
as a mask for their 'wickedne(s, will 
atlaſt prove no other then a ſtroke 
of Thuxder, which leaves nothin ! 
on earth bzhind it but noiſe an | 
ſtench. | 

" Were it not madineſs then to pals 
through a garden of fair flowers, an 
to take their poyſon, an} leave their 
honey ? Surely Manna it ſelf .curns 
to.worms, and th2 wine of An- 


s againſt Libertiiſm. 17 
Yea: how many abſurd farcies 
c&ning' in the-hkeneſs of 4/1025, 
and under pretence of raprares db 
we meet with ; even from thoſe 


(the Sun ir felf producin2 [Oper 
f Nt- 


whenit refle&s on the muJo 

lus) who ſeem to have bzen long 
ſoftned under th2 continu:1 drop= 
pings of the word ? though arlaſt, 
allendsin pride or ſone dangerous 
remptation/; ſelf-conceir having al- 
ſo bee1.nor the leaſt riſe of fuch 


fond-and unheard of produMons. 


EW aſure rule, that n_ 
2ghts of p 2:9 any on2 pretends to, 
57%. ou the tevil, unleſs 
the greater che prerence be, the 
geater be the humility of rhe man, 
it being-no Paradox'to him thar ſaid, 
Satay bad more a do to win the Joie 
thex the ſwbtile ; the- worldly wi! 

being ſooner enriged then won b 

the Minifry of the word, whic 

croffes' the conrentiments' of the 
world ; neither is pride che leaf 


ſtrata- 
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ſtratagem of hell, to keep the peo- 
ple from profitablenets under the 
Min ſtry of the word , though one 
of .the mizhry methods of Satan, to 
perſiade them to charge the cauſe 


anywhere, then (where they ouzhr) 


on their own heatr. 

And may we not have juſt caue, 
ro queſtion and ſuſpeR& rhe variety 
of thoſe diſpenſations, groundleſly 
(through roo much contdence a,- 
propriated by diſte:npered farc e-) 
fince thaking .oft theſe excellent 
patterns. of truth and (Gncerity in 
Religion, anddeviating from tho: 
pathz which God hath graciouſly 
chalkt.out unto us in his Word an. 
Min ftry, for his Saints towalk in, 
there being no other courſe: (what- 
ſoever they mean by Gods revealin? 
hunſelt) I mean not -what he can 
extraordinarily do ,. but in; his uſual 
way) then by thoſe ſaving Traths , 
ſo much NOW OP Os'd, a under -re- 
proach, and t diſpenſers there- 

ct 


againſt Libertiniſm, 13 
of accounted a burchen fit. to be 
cjeced, 

Surcly.a conſt» ut Travellers pace 
over-takes, and out-goes many yio- 
{:nt men, whoſe hot andill-groun- 
G&d 2eal, 1s, quickly tired; theſe 
uncsaffordin; roo many iscnorant. 
eA:tiſts, whoſe ze.:/ hath been 00 
bli-dro go 11. ht, yer too aQive to 
{tond Hill; and however the wirnkles 
of their ſpreatin2 7. ors , were far 
betrer confcſt then . Painted , had 
Tom rather galcer themſelves un- 
d:r the brain [> of 7 1704, then 
thz Olive of p.-c2, whole ſarthi- 
vels we need not 11;ht a cancl2 to 
diſcover, Thoſe thac fo:ſke the 
cood old way , to walk in the paths 
of their own crooked f.,-c:es, ſeldom 
meet (at kaſiwiſe with good) com- 
pany. An1 may not God leave 


ſuch as claſh with his Word and Qr- 
 dinances, to looſe themſelves in 


the dark corners of their. own de/- 


frons ; yea take from chem che rue 
light, 


þ light, FAY thruſt from themſelve; 
in forſaking the fountain of twving 
waters, and hewin?e: out broken c1- 
tieins-to themſelves ? may he not 
ſuffer thoſe who ſcorn to frike the 
* fails 6f their own wills and-inrercſt 
.. .tOhis ſacred rr#rh, and refuſe to ear 
6f the plain food of his word, to be 
choaked with the bones of their Own 
ASIA with inhiteve of 
And oh with whateye of patience 
can we behold the whe x max- 
Its. of God, which the . Prophets . 
; OE us , the Aptflles"denoun- 
.  ced, the Confeflors profeſſed, and 
ſo lay thouſ thouſands of Martyr: 


| Rn in the midſt of 
_ their: flames, © hp racks, and ror- 
- thts tobe nb 


Pot of Lil Res x the 
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arainſt Libertiniſm. r5 if 
nothing a right; if all the perfeions | 
# i fife have ſome Fenperfeti- | 
os mixed” with them , yea "no | 
knowled2e of ours is void of dark- | 
neſs 4nd ignorance (the humble a= IM 
baſemenr of our ſelves, being one- | 
ly the ſecureR way ro heaven) how | 
ought we to beware of thoſe, who | 
thug brave it in the ſhops, when 
there is littke in the ware-houſe , 
dolAng our gaudy fairin2s, the b2t- 
refto.cofour Inward” falfiries , arr 
ſiborh the t-uch ; the Sun whereof 
beingonce fet in or 12nd, an irre- 
coverable midnight. of ſpiritual ' 
neſs, muſt needs ſucceed > If | 
weloofe our eſtates, we may tecover i 
them ; ifiwe looſe our friends,God Hl 
carlraiie us up others; if we looſe 
our Jives,we may exchange them for 

a berrer; but if we once make ſhip- 
WAck of the faith,we are lo? for ever 
F And may it not be fear'd that the 

{tempered fancies * and the PICCcle 


Plate hea{ong- diſcourſes, _—_ 


a 
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16 An Advice 
foot (to th2 infamous reproach 9 
this age, bet g ſo full of errors an! 
fatious ſoiics, inftead of foun.| an i 
Orthodox t #ths, as might much r1- 
ther have 1nvired filence then our 
late contentions) and the to5 much 
mingling of humane intere{ts with 
Relizion- { all bing but like the 
Winters Sun, which ſhines clear, 
but warms not) will at. laſt rend th: 
ſeamleſs coat of the ( hxrc>, and 
deface the Image which Chriſt hath 
ſtamped uponit ; making Ckr:/ 1a 
Religion another thing then what 
he defion'd it to be; when its {0 
far from making us live good I1ves,Þ! 
thatit ſelf 1s made a-pretence to al! 
manner of impiety, and a (irarave'nſ0 
to ſerve the ends of covetouin2is, 

ambition, and reven-e. 
 AndO hew gr2ar 1s the vanity of 
thoſe, who have thus fo-faken ( »/;, 
to ſerve th:ir own exds! and th? 
more, ſecin: they pretend to Þ: 
Sa ts, b:ſorethey have put off th? 
os 


avainſt Libertiniſm. 17 
wer, ard (with S:mon HMagas , 
n {End the Phariſees) appear the fouler 
n {for bzing cleanſed. Too ofren-1s 
r1-he crime aggravated by the incivilt- 
»urllly : of the circumRance ; and (as 
ch{fbafzerus faid of Haman, Will he 
ch av;ſh the Queen T. my ownhouſe? ) 
he be place of Gods worſhip,made the 
c<ceftacle of buyers an1 ſellers, 
h:Fhere beinz not a few nov a dayes , 
ndvho thus kiſs a danger , under a de- 
chFzn of vertue, .and for their own 
<Pdvantage ; hug an opportunity of 
12:F" under pretence of prey. 

{of Yea, how ſad it 1s to ſee thoſe who 
5 pretend; themſelves ro be the onely 
1!|$:1ends of the Church, ſo violently 
n$o fiz& the rich and r empous Re- 
'enews, and Prelacigs , which they 
em eagerly to oppoſe,and not one- 
y (like thoſe Ecclefiatlicks in Saint 
ern:rds time , who vurſted their 


nÞvyn prefermenr , not the peoples 
bz elfare, an1(like ufurping Conque- 


ors ) crow revencfully :calous , 


[ through , 
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x8 < An Azﬀvice 
throudh covetuouſneſs , pollutin Was 
chemſelves withthe puddles of info 
wot16, bir (like thoſe vipers what 
ear out 'the womb of their Mother lth 
bring b=aſts mrs the Temple, and ae 
well expoſetheTemple it ſelfto ſalt 
' as make the holy Rites thercunt 
belongitig | ) vetal ; > and dcfity 
give.” = 
"God'inHeed 7 whe loves tho 
Keeet iſ whom he Penn Way for il 
YÞ Eg. their pe be 6 $ 
, Cious defStis} under the FREE es 
Re Mm;and rhe. mask of hyp octriticfas 
Butfirely, ſuch as make bigs Pol - 
eck' Reb. of Religion, and rake th 
liberry toefhbrace that which b=/, 
bnecics' their occaſions, will at lay 


—\ ( however they take uponye 
fo fir inthe chair of Divinityho 
and how 


at a noiſe ſoever theylly 
make, as the ſors of chunder) not to Mi 
have been Educated in: the Schools 

of the Prophets. | 
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Tee vainfor.him to ſeek to fence 
Weaſel? wichouirs whoſe fox is with 
Fab; or to make the prerence; of 
Tries. the pandex. to: his) own prot 
Fhan-ls. Irs wel, known Nag 
ind too ofren-co vers paſhon FT 
.dogk .of ſeveral colours. 'The 
unde -a,cuigule 3. and the. great 
T ae L | Our-ations.' bur vel'd 


e 
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 & 


I ve 7s to defend himſelf, ſerves 

matGol , bur makes God ſerve his 
\ONAer zneicher is ſacriledge,which: 
"Pab-otlate found ſq, fins: a drels , 
PRESS ro bear the greatelt ſplen- 
"JoramopsR, many, fons , the way 
'/T9KeEp our -purpoſes tom canker , 
K, 7-Our ſtomacks: from windineſs - 
10 uſually makes a faur eſtare to 
aporate, and turn to nothin3; no 
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one knows which Way ; onely exye 
rience tells us, *that vi-e often tin 
pets money and a curſe withall ; 1 
ing alfo Gnds intent'to teach us 
that as th2 good have ſomethin: ell 
to hope for, ſo the wicked ſo! ne 
what elſe to fear , then the good of 
bad fortune of this world. 
' It is nor denied, but that (om 
who haye'been farred up with th 
Altar, have many times been enc 
mies of the Altar:Rut What? If ſome 
one abuſe MyReties, muRtw2 over: 
throw Churches? Mult Orc inances, 
Miniſters, Mymrenance; an all b: 
eradicated ? Whar if fome evil /p- | 
rits grow ſuperſtitious , Mult ive 4 | 
into the other extre.:m of Lrbe:t,Þt 
». ſm? Mult innocency be forſaken 
forthe guilties ſake ? IT: ſome par- 
uculars: incroduce exor bitant dev 0- 
tions, let them be blameJ.condemn- 
ned, and reje&ed, none will under- 
rake to defend er jufiihe them. 


= oe awd} a. don ei Eno 8; 


But 


Or” 
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'  Butfurely as they are bad clouds 
' which thus obſcure the Sun which 
Þ raiſed them, and have as the Apo- 
\AEbiith [if ever] begotten them to 
the faith, ſo are they ſpirics of a 
'yetypoor inferior order , that thus 


it their ſtarion upon diſcontents , 


'J bir but the Apes of thoſe melan-. 
N coup Schiſmaticks , who ( having 
+ burnr off cheir own Fingers, inſer- 


ting the world on fire) are nowfaln 
| Our with it b2cauſe they cannot rule 
— 
*And truly, great care muſt be ta- 
ÞM kn, leaſt we proftitute our ſouls to 
" theſefalſe Gods of fray and dung, 
11] andfor a tuncable cadence of a few 
"| ſmodth (words , we loſe all the 
nf] harmonies of faith and a cood con- 
| ſcience ; ſince from the opinion of 
| their own abilities , they cry cown 
| thezhouſes of Gods worſhip, and che 
| Mainrenince thereof, the becrer to 
make way to their oy;n purpales , 
yea take upon them to cenſure all 

| | Eccle- 
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| Eevrlefiaſtical Perſotis as needlellc, 
if not Antichriſtian; ' not ſeciny 
that the 5 B26 of Kyligion al- 
wayes began by the contempr of th: 
Miſtry, 

.Andit is to be feared, that ſome 
who- of late have built their own 
houſes” at the expence of Gods 
houſe, will in time find che Rafters 
and Beams of ſuch Edifices, to ſerve 
as inftruments of puniſhment to 
rhoſe that have raiſed them ;  loth 
I am (I confeſs) to judge unchari- 
tably of thoſe, who in ſeemin2 thus 
ro avoid ſuperſtition , have created 
_ devotions to themſelyes, which in- 
cline thereunto ; yer much fear that 
ſuch , as by this way think. to couch 
heaven, with their finger, have al- 
ready 'one fcot..in the vale of dark- 
nefs. vg 

Neither would I willingly ſoy! 
rhe purity bf my pen with the exar- 
bitancies of thoſe, who negleQing 
pious prefidents , and the efſencial 
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7 of faith, adhere rq the filly 

her ron ſp1 rx1' ud 

Naatter Gewbr upd ich vf 1h- 
and deftraion. 

1,Greit God ! whar a roak of 

ris this: ro reformed Chur- 

Ve gr aft6niſhmenr in all ot- 

fee wound in the” heatt 6f 

Religion, to Ye 'thy Laborers taft gi 

lt by wine-jard their mainten- 

loned [| or at leaſtrepin- 

f ing afforded] and the places of thy 

wort tp wholly exrirpared 2 Alas ! 

tar r'eyer men | ſhouts fo cafry on 

aro intereſts \ With ſuch vio- 

& of paſſion , to the heigch of 

ii pretentions , as to. hol Reli- 

v, and the beanty t theteof in fo 

fre ir conrempt , without the lea 

fmingrouch of ſorrow or _repen- 


Ang no leſs reaſon hav ve they 
=Þ ave of late tent the. Church 
in fo many yes, , by fraught- 


ins 


| Image of cruelty) when he was re- 


24. A n Advice 
ing its ſhip (like thar of Jorah) wit 
a miſcelany of all Nations, and m; 
king 1t to contain, as many Re!!g;. 
05, AS ONCE Babel did languages 
to cry out with Nero ( that livel 


quired to fign the death of a crimi. 
nal, offender; O would to God | 
could never have written ! And oh 
that I could ſay unto thoſe as onc 
Peter did to the people, 7 wo: tha 
through o_ yedid it,as aid all 
Jour Re ers. 

- 'Butalas, how ſoon have ſome for- 
goreen thzir firſt- love towards th: 


mbaſſadoys of God, by whom {i 
EVET joey yere begotten in th: 
Lord'} It anything eo amiſs with 
the people, eAar9 muſt be ſtone: 
How ſadly dath 1ſmac7's, as well : 
E[as's petſecution(oris & plage,thit 
of rhe tengue as well 2s the hind] 
appear amongſt them The. dev! 
ſeems ſomething merciful, ro ou 
yavigur, he would nor. haye hin 


Rarve 
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againſt Toibertiniſm, 


arve.butto turn (ones inco bread , 
wh Sjamagh late, leſt charicable, 
nogld baye the faxchful and Ortho- 
x, £Hiifers of, the, Church) of 
010 live upon ſtones, inſtead of 
Þ bread;. bur. ir. is no wonder chax; 


they who once. made the Lords day 
aQchen 


] fibeir 


wa 


t /4 
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tion of Religion to 'with-draw the 
fewel fromit ,/ as to caſt water on W 
i, And how muck'were tr to b: 
wiſh't that the! two-edged ſword of 
thoſe who give our, as if heaven and 
nt they,had mtended the parcition, 
did not cut, more for their own pre- 
fermeht and advantage , than for 
Geds glory', though hke greedy 
gafnefters (having all in their hand) 
they loſe all at laſt, by ftealing a 
needleſs card, it being no cafe mat- 
ref to” reduce divire rhings to our 
own vallatice , ſo as they ſuffer no 
\ Religion and Sacrifice had thei: 
beginmme from the worlds infancy, 
and have by an indiviſible tye, been 
Evermore linked togerher, God 
Wig th alt to ff, will 'have us 
gvea to ihr; though eſpecially he 
requffe-our 'aQtons, dur affections, & 
© Felves inthe'd ties 6fns ſervice. 
AAt ſarewhere we tatinbt' give che 
WISIETree, with hidfperfeRton, as 
- WC 


. 
” 


acainft Libertiniſm. 27 
we rrould., yer at leaf} .let.us a18ue 


' If cur willingneſs by giving part of che 


fuit&o hisgloty.... {i 1+ , 
- Bur, how: ſoon will thoſe;,,, who 
have, ance; loſt their oy ona. 
and'conſcience, find a beaten part 


; to indidelicy,!, - How {oon will they 


cut ang; mangle things . relating to 
the furtherance and bonor of Gods 
rruths, and the Oeconomy of Reli- 
gion-Ithaving becn an o1d-maxune 
(if no dotage/) amangſt obſequious 
ipuus (ha no ZE £0op fall 1,nog; 
courage againlt impiecy) to APProve 
all Religions, and follow. none. 
And. certainly , he that ſhall go a- 
bout/to: define, this falſe /1be1t of 
delief , and manners' noyy adayes 
crept.in among us, ſhall find it no- 
thingelſe ,, but, a meer dependance 
on tancy and paſſion : It is (faith 
one) a ftrange Monſter, whereof it 
ieems fob (7ob 40.) made diſcriptt- 
on, under- rhe figure of Behemoth. 
Foras this creature ſeems compoſed 
B 3 of 
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of all forts of. beaſts, ſo is Liberty. 
;fme a fir framed out of al maner of 
fins, to annihilare the molt ſincere 
part of Chriſtenity. It drays a- 
long with 1t, a great train of vices, 
and corruptions ; which tend di: 
realy to the + utter deſolation of 
Kingdoms and Empirts, And as for 
thoſe hideoiis puniſhments obſeryed 
in all Ages to have befaln thoſe Ci-Yj 


ties, Provinces, and Commor- 
wealths,which have bred, or favour- 


ed it, ſuch as have'tin' over the Hi- 


ſtories of Aptiquiry ſhall find expe: 
riences en 


Neither can we poſſibly believe 
that deyotron to be good, which 1s ſo 
noun by64 to novelties, (1ngur 


laricies, 'andpride; which proceed; 
from a fooliſh akdenc: of out 


own judgement. It being well 
known'toall, that the mk fatal 
plague mn Religion, 2nd devotion, 1s 
che defire to ſeek direQion from ou 

own ftrength , and opinion; men B 


chat 


acainſt Libertiniſm. 29 
that are eaſily enflamed in matters 
x Wof Relizion , failnot as ſpeedily to 
raiſe ſedirion. Moſt range ! that 
Ewe ſhould thus miſerably loſe our 
 Wſelves in rhe 01s fatwme of our 
-RYown farcres , thar (though we 
cannor reform a ſilly flie in the 
wotk of nature) we will yet frame a 
(new work of Religion, which derives 
-Wics accompliſhment onely from _ 
i God. | 
*B And what is this-but to make a. 
"Bl Zaman Pantheon of Religion, where 
-Wthere' are a thouſand Divine, 
without the leaſt glnmer,or know- 
fedee of rhe true God? And is 1t 
not a pitiful thing to ſee ſome in 
our times, profeſſing Religion , to 
take the ſame /iterty to themſelves ? 
Or 15 1t not a thinz moſt unhanſome, 
toſee aninfamous fellow , to make 
himſelf the cenſurer of Divinty , 
anJ correor of the Scripture ? 
doth it beceme them to talk of the 
Bibls, and the holy M1 Y eries there- 
[ ; B 4 OT 
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of all forts of beaſts, ſo 15 Libert: n- 
;fme a fir framed out of all maner & 
fins, to annihilace the moi} ſincere 
part of Chriſtlmity. It draws a- 
long with it, a great train of vices, 
and inpeRns z Which | tend di. 
to the ' utter defolation f 
Lind and Empirts, And as for 
hideous puniſhments obſerved 
foal Agerto we befaln thoſe Ci-Wi 
ties, Provinces," and Common-EG 
wealths,which have bred, or favour- 
edit, ſuch as have tin''over the Hi- 


Rocies of Antiqie, ſhall find expe- 
riences eno 


Neither S poſſibly believe 
that deyotron to be g00d, which is ſo 
_—_ Ky novihies, (ng 
laricies, and'pride, which p roceeds 
from a foolth 3M aA of out 
own judgement. It being well 
known'toall, that the moſt fatal 
plague m Religion, 2nd devotion, is 
che defire to ſeek dire&ion from ou! W 
own ftreneth , 'arid opinion ; men 
that 


acainſt Libertiniſm., 29 
What are eafily enflamed in matters 
bars xt 1, failnot as ſpexdily to 
© Wraiſe ſedirion. Moſt range ! that 
-Bye ſhould thus miferably loſe our 
 Bclves in the r0nss fatuwm of our 
-Mown farcies , thar (though we 
cannor reform a ſilly flie in the 
work of nature) we jill yet frame a 
(new work of Religion, which derives 
-Wics accompliſhment onely from 
i God. | 
*-E And what is this but to make a. 
"B Zeman Pamtbeon of Religion, where 
-Kthere are a thouſand Dives, 

without the leaſt glynmer,or know- 
* Bf ledee of rhe true God? And is it 
not a pitiful thing to ſee ſome 1n 
"|| our times, profeſſing Religion , to 
5Þx fake the ſame /iþerty ro themſelves ? 
[Wor 15 1t not a | 26. moſt unhanſome, 
| roſee aninfanfous fellow , to make 
| himfef the cenſurer of Divinty , 
*Fand correfor of the Scripture ? 
© doth it beceme them to talk of the 


Bible, and the holy Myſteries there- 
| B 4 = 
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of- [roo ſadly ofremtimes wrelted by 
that blaſphemous | þreath , which 
holds forth nothing. ſo much as i:- 
norance, ſcoffing, and ſycophancy, 
fron fhich we ought to ſhut our 
ears, If we. cannot Rop their 
mouthes ?\ 


It is obſerved oof the Bar, that be 


| 


imployes the Chiiflalline humoc: of 
his eyes to enlatge his wings, thouh 
very uſeleſs, and to no purpoſe ; 10 
now Many are there now a dayc:, 
Who conlume the light they have 
received from God to create win; 


of pride , novelty,” and vanity, | 
which ſerve therh to. flie in th:| 


nighr of ignorance? 
Times, which (_wandting from 
the Rajes of wholeſome Dott- 
rme ) prove but the Chymer ac: 
of piety , SpeQtres of madneſle, 
and flames which lead poor 
loules into the Abyſſe of dark- 
nefle 1 What alas { may ye (wit! 
* Ter- 


And O the ad opinions of out | 
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\ 


againſt Lihertiniſm, 31 
” Tertullian':) con- | 
clude ſuch 3llufions, © -0# / 

rientibus Anyie 


and Phantaſmes, but , I 
is the doRrines of - 44), "4c "Pre. 


. 


* Dottrine pric- 


"& Satan, grown: up to'.: ſyipr, 

"Bl pleaſe { qppore 'of 1n+ : 4 | 

_credulous ears ? ſince they more 
rend to dazel our ſighs , than todi- 
re& our Judgement , or inflame our 

defires,. ce: | 

- There are many things(I confeſs) 


r 
unkriown , ' wherein God will exer- 
ciſe our faith, but not ſatisfie our 
curiofiry, and we ſtill ought toen- 
$ deayor.a clearer diſcovery of. hi& 
B wilt.” | Nothing in all Ages. hath 
rms Rs as Truth. The Phi- 
toſophers (thoſe great /amps of na- 
ture, ) ded ads is the dif- 
ſefion and defence thereof, but 
much diſmembred it in the ill hand- 
ling thereof, leaving it in cloudy 
Caverns, all covered with ſhades 
and darkneſs, and in ftead of a ſolid 


body retained nought in their hands 
B 5 bur 
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but a Phartaſme;' Bur' though blind- 
ed man, infe&ed wich theummo:rral 
diſeaſe of incredulity , hath Gianc- 
like perſecuted it through contradi- 
Aion and: vanity of ſpirir, God 2- 
tone «through his infuruce goodneſs, 
hath been the ' diſcoverer. there- 
at. £.* 

And ſure it were but fondneſlz to 
think, that in the declining Age of 
the world, the way to heaven were 
yet to ſeek. fince- rhe eternal; wil- 
dom hath taken 1ips of fleſh to re- 


veal the fecters thereof unto- us ; 
. howFurtoully ſeever his divine Or4- 
clei have beth aſſaulted on all han, 
by Jeivs , Getitiles, Mahumerans, 
-Heteticks, 'to which 'we may.ad& 


the Libertines of out Times, Of 
whom we- may jultly doubt, leafy 
their ſecure : ambition; prove :no 0: 
ther then eArchimedes his Engine , 
whereon the _ #ny mounged, 

the lower they, | f 


Yel 


arainfs Libertiniſm. T3 


Yea good reaſon have we to 


doubr- (fince they that will never 
fall, muſt ever fear) leaſt that pride, 
pron ally xa chem, wilt 
(through g1 e') atlaſt, precipi- 
tate Sg the Abyſle of thoſe 
fantaſies, which they have meerly 
borrowed from their ſhallow inven- 
) I tions, and which they roo often en- 
{ I rifle (through the ſotriſh apprehenſi- 
| ons of 'thetF mind). wich the name 


-K of viſions and revelitions, which 
-© May be refuted with as much eaſe as 
; {they are invented, ſeeing that they 
-ycaatry with them bur the bare and 
| feeble Prerext of Religion, negleQ= 
In txeffeRts.” | 

Neither is it credible thac Truch 
Inould befolong hidden , to be diſ- 
vvered to ſuch. kind of men as 
W&k to for ſuch dangerous maxims 
mor mind ; (creatures of litthe Au- 
thority, evil manners, of a conver- 
ation inſolent, or covert,and with- 


out that ſanQiry, myxacles, and _ 
on 
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ſon, they ſo.much plead for; Ani 
ſurely, we ſtand not in need of ſuch 
kind of curiofity, to ſeek after e- 
{ws Chriſt, ot to ſearch for the Gol: 
pel. . The  Apolile Saint Pas! ex: 
prelly reſling us, That if an Angel 
From heaven ſhould precch any other 
unto #5, weought to change nothing «f 
eur belief, Which ſo many million 
of, Mertyrs have ſealed wirh thei 
blood ;. which, the beſt part of man- 
kind hath profeſſed, and the wilſel 
heads of , the world illufrated in 
their writings, 
ur. Faith is not. grounded up 
wit, diſcourſe,or.natural judgement, 
biit on the ſubmiſſion and. duty vi: 
owe to the Truchs. and Ordinance: 
of God ; from which, whoſocyc: 
wandererh- ſhall finde- nothing bu 
an Ocear of difturbances , the 
ſhipyrack of his Faith, which fr 
Fo Mk Fandon $0. Caitive 
Lots WI no 10us 
19 tbutilluſion, mg ea: 


There 


». deainſt Libertiviſm, 35 
There 1s but one Redeemer, to 
whom we all owe our ſervices and 
adorations,.  7eſus hath nothing to 
do with Be{1a/ , nor the. temple of 
God with - the. Synagogue of Satan, 
And however /yes may «for a time , 
ſeem to accord together , yet true 
Relrgian is eyer ſound in. it ſelf ; 
and to- approve any other (though 
ſeemingly never ſo reaſonable ) 1s 
but to thruſt thorns into the feet, 
and. {traws into the eyes ; neither 
will it ſeem any ſtrange thing , that 
thoſe who ſeek their contentments, 
andthe pleating of their faxcies, in 
the contempt of God and his Or- 
dinarces, ſhould at laſt make up but 
abad reckoning, prickinz their fin- 
gers whilſt they are gathering of 
Roſes, and meeting with - worm 
wood in- the mid of Honey. 
- Andyet (though God be never {0 
eat as when he appeareth little to 
umane | underſtanding ) hoiv ſadly 


do we find haughtineſs & arrogancy 
, ro 


26 -< © Ay Advice | 
ro have puffed up many ( through 
their ſmall-ſmattering of gifts) with 
the opinion of their own capacity? 
They thinkthemſelves onel; to pro- 
. ounce oracles, and judge all other 
men-to confiſt of ſuperſtirtons and 
ideotiſme, ThePathers are enter- 
rained like-Grooms in their Stables. 
Points of Logick, profoundnefle 1n 
the Scriptures, reading of Councels, 
with the knowledge of things natu- 
ral,areno way thought worthy their 
better thoughts, | 
1deny nor, but as that which 1 
even us by the-favout of Heaven , 
comes vety-readily,and is never loſt; 
ſo that which comes ro us by Arr, 
oftentimes _—__ very late and 
quickly ends [rhe love of 'God be- 
12 a ſcience nor ſtudied, 'where the 
infulion of | his holy ſpiric' is more @- 
loquens then all rongues, andmore 
learhed then: all pens] yet doth ic 
nat hence follow; - thatall humare 
learning 1s to be. rejeted, Though 
Saint 
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Gant Pant dehred - knew nothing 
but Foſs Chr:f, yer did he nor 
contemne-all: Ae Figoniadgt and 


humane leatning in Arts and Scien- 
ces, '\whereighimſe1f was ſo accom- 


hh. Zlm. .. 
_ 


HS. 2 


Gemiles, 7 could ſpeak: ton 
more chan they all;he onely clic 
t'ſo.far 'as 11 flood in opp 
z2mni};or in competition: with = 
knowledge of Choſt, - 
Andi would be of great moment, 
tothe greateſt intereſt of theſe mens 
ſeuls; 1f they -would but make ſo 
tajch-ufe of chernatural Logick, as 
rms thole-falacies which arc 
Tae es ar by their paſ- 
either of profit, Or 
pleaſtre;or worldly ambirion. 
Some there are indeed(thoughthe 


tem:framon;gſt then). who ſeem to 
tive acived to-ſome- perfection IN 


humane Sciences; but alas | How do, 


they vex the world wich their catle.! 


dmic any 
Meuher will theis ſpirit a go 


pliſh'r;beingrhe great DoRQor of the - 
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other path dur: Precipices : and i! 
a capable man ſound theſe ſelling 
Rodomartaes, oh whatempty cham. 
bers will: appear in their brains! 
what darknefle: !' what confuſion! 
Al -their {earning 1s but lik: 
euilded gates peſtered with ſpiders, if 
which 100 uſually flights the ſyllo- 
oumes'of the Schools, and hath re- 
courſe rothe arguments of tyrants, i 
which are arms and violence. If.” 
1Bur-(fncethe life of oppoſites: 
in'comparing them) I do not wort 
der that /earning (as well as the pre 
fifeor thereof ) are _ great rubs 
mtheir way; ſeeing their wnoranct 
. muſt ineeds. appear ae be 
rite. more palpable ; and theirdeſicc 
15 to emter into the fold: like Wo/ve Il 
ina Sheeps skin, They tell the ſheep i 
they are much affeged totheir con 
verſation, burtharthe dogs malt b-If. 
. taken away, which denothing but, 
d&afen their ears with barking, 


They 


againſt Libertiniſm, 39 
They would willingly make you 
xlieve, the mire of their 1gnorance 
0 be ſweet, becauſe they delight to 
umble inc; or that the Spider ot 
oad are no poyſon , becauſe ſome 
hings eat them , and miſcarry not, 
hough,the beam 1n their eye 15 not 
: leſs becauſe their eye doth not 
eet; nor is thetr ignorance the leſs, 
heir puniſhment , becauſe they are 
feed with ic. But ſeeing 1t 1s 
nus't00-ofren the imperfeRion. of 
dur-nature, not to think our lips foul 
ter our-putrid and rotten diſcourſe 
though they are defiled) as we 
dugnt to defire God to ſet a watch 
fore, the door of our own lips , 
ealt we ſhould offend with our 
ongue;ſo ſhould we very cautelous, 
and with /1yſes, binde our ſelyes to 
{ve maſt, and op our ears with wax 
Walt we ſhould be deceived with the 
MY qice of theſe Syrens, not beholding 
their clays, 


It 1s reported of Democ r1t4s, on 
| & 
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he yoluntanly made himſelf bling, Wo 
by 'Tooking (tedfaftly on the beams! 
of the Sw, to free himſelffrom the 
1mportuniry of the love of women, 
who might perchance have ſhut up 
two gates againſt love , to open FF 
chouſand to his fond imagination. Wp 
(Tertul. Apologet.) And the like 
we read of Or:gen, that he deprived 
timſelf of the diftintion of Ser, 
to rebate the ſtings of ſenſuality, 
which bred him much mifchiet. 
Surely no leſs reaſon” have we not 
onely to fear the fire , but avoid the 
ſmoak of rhoſe incendiaries, yhich 
(hke Sampſons Foxes) have of late 
added ' ſuch flames towards thi 
divifions of Church and: Stare. 
Yea, how neceſflary is it for us t0 
come: out from amon2t thoſe 
creeping Serpents, which teal into 
the hearts of thoſe they deſtroy? and 
wlich { ike certain rocks hidden 
rnier the waves | (urprize Sailors, 
and cauſe grievous ſhip-wracks. Ah! 
how 
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when oks been deceived by 


(4 neo How man ha-' 
wrack their 

hw, <ig thereunto- added the 
go of their Faith > the 
preſumption on of _ ima- 

Setiry abilities, crearing a barren- 
7 iy deement, difcretion, hu- 
duty and conſequenrly of all Chei- 

ſtan vertues, | 

In all which reſpe&s, they that 
{.nillburts ficcle obſerve their incon- 
wrt "having 'no other bounds 
teiforn intereſt, and hike wea- 

wocks ; turning their faces 
Way ſoever che wind blows ; 

that obſeryerh that pride which 

' them up, that ambrizon 
mlichprocis itarerh them, and how 
often” impuderce makes them un- 
Job; (hall find rhem peo- 
ple” whoſe humors conſiſt much of 
yg air and water, pltant.and ſupple to 
al manner of DoR: ines,and attend- 


ed with variety of perty phantaſmesy 
p uN- 
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imperfe& in ſhape, and not a little 
tranſporting their judgement which PV 
to0.oftenalſo. (through the ſharpe-if 
nefle.of their Paſſions ) diſcovers it 
ſelf. either notably: weak , or much 
 benumbed ; theirwhole life appear- 
ing nothing, elſe, but the ebb and 
flood ok. 2 continuall, Exriprs W% 
ptentthed: with ſhadows, giddineſle 
and illufions. 

Ihall not be ſo unchacicable , 4: 
ſame have been, gs WIN mug 
mare erio! Lnare covered i: 
BR y - mother the 
CEurch,, then with ſuch malignity 
of .ſpirie to; divulge them ) to 1M- 
putethe diſorders of particulars to 
the general body ; ir being neither 
fit, nor reaſonable for the ſake off 
ſome blaſted members , to blame 
ſound parts , neither for the fickle- 
neſle of ſome, ro-cenſure the Ai- 
ons of Many mote pros , whom by 
duty We are obliged to render with I! 
no lefe Frudence then charineſſe. 


But 


up | | 
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But ſhall pafſe them by (as Bees 
wer Hemlock )with advice onely to 
Welle have cus fe cake Sher 
ous in ftead' of 200d, fiſh, and 
mbrated Hyena's through miftake 
f friends, ſeriquſly ro conſider , 
hatas there 1s nothing more ſincere 
han Religion , and one that liverh 
the trite Rules and 4#ties thereof; 
owhen corruption falls thereto , 
Fothing proves more dangerous and 
artful. And as Domeltick Armes 
re much more to be' fearet that 
award Hoſtility ; ſo who ſees nor, 
ut that being now im rhe haven, 
. Murprized with a grievous ſtorm 'of 
efs,and Errors amongſt our ſelves, 
.; M- Miſt not 6nely ſmatch from us our 
;Fomfore,'bur (like 11f managed wea- 
(ons) turn againſt our'own breaft , 
othe rending out of our own en- 
tals ; yea, even to the very ſubyer- 
on,” vf, "Our * ſouls ! firice our di- 
ions” x18 fo" much &hF ” more 
aMn$rous beyond common” wars, 
, as 
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as the Spirit is above the Þ 


= He that endeavoreth to divig 
Religion, hath none art all. He the 
admuteth but one leak., drowns { 
{Mfp, and he that reſolves co belieye 
bur a part,and nat the whole, believe 
nothing , ſince all comes from. the 
ſame Authority, and muſt be equal) 
received. There 1s but one wor 
(faith Tertullian,Tert, de Preſcrijt 
cont. Hereſ.) to determine all ſor 
of diſputations with ſuch men. Dy 
bur askthem, whither they wall re 
nounce their Bapriſme and Chrif- 
anity; if ſo, letthem wear the Tur: 
bant, and 2o amongſt. the heathen, 
Burt iſ they make profcſfion of on: 
ſme Chriſt, and one ſame. Re/;;; 
oy Why do they belye their pro 

felon ? CEE ITE Na Ce 
- _ Bur ſurely Arr will nor , it is 
onely Frax andthe gift of God, 
which can charm ſuch Baflighs , be- 


a \ aks -- "PE | 6-91 ”_ . 
10g Creatures amongſt all others, 
| Y a l bk Ka hard 
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} roEenaes. Ic is = on 
ine light and guidance, whic 

Wires tes — thus loſe their 
aithin their Keſon, and bury their 
W/::r:in their brains, who have re- 
courſe to their own fancies , more 
Mchan to rhe divine or-cles of that 
wicren word inſpired from heaven; 
j{wbothink the in; ſters thereof Aw- 
Mticbrif1an, or at leaſt wiſe (ſince <f- 
fering with them ) to be roo frait- 
119 their opinions, end making 

the way-to; beaven narrower than 
od ever. meant it : who ( to be e- 
Funent, amonsRt- men ) leave the 
Ybcaten rract , negle&ing the 
ou old way, and to guide their 
eps by the dim larthorns ( as they 
Yall them)-of che Antient, rread.in 
the zew p:ths of their own 1nvent!- 
"ms; who think to pretend Reliyt- 
0n, 1s todo any thing ; to ſeem ho» 
ly, 50 be what we will, there be- 
-$\ngno face ſo foul, which that mask 
Ennot .gleanly colour ; who, oy 

| Cau 
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cauſe they think themſelves more 
holy, more wiſe, better gifted, mor 
enlighrened: than their neighbors, 
think 'they may juſtly over-look 
them with Tontemprt and cenſure, 
and not onely in publike meeting, 
bur in ordinary'converſation, avoid” 
the contagion of ſuch common 
breath. And however the zea! 
ſome ſcrupulous Preachers {as the 
fay ) is pleas'd to make the worit d 
their {lips, yet have they certain ft 
vourable circumſtances, if not who- 
ly to excuſe them , yer ſufficienth 
to rebate the edge of divine ſeve 
rity. 

Ler us take then the ballance in 
our hand, and judge if it be not 
worſe then a batbarous ingratitude 
thus'to worſhip'our own fancies; to 
ſteal the ffver and- gold of Ged, 
and make 'idols to: Baz! ; to lizht 
ouC lamp at 'his *Altar ;, ard after- 
wards to make piffage'df his Tem- 
ple, which afluredly they d, when 

they 


accnſ Libertini. 4t 
nor onely pride. themſelves in 
ar ſhane , but abuſe all the gitts 
of” taven| In ambirions: Lple- 


"Ie! was 500d” 'advice which one 
eaveto2 ſoul deſirous of advance- 
d Foank namely, rofemember three 
rhinos. 

"Firſt , | T64ddiA ir ſelf much ro 
pres of (od. 

"The ſcond, To take the . holy 


Ins, _ . 

- An the third, hold firm foot- 
n21n conflancy. 

Would thoſe who pretend them- 
F cfves the moſt refined ſpitits of 
þ Ctimes | (whoſe mouths and hearts 
| Xwithſtan in2 reſemble Cyclope- 
'F. Overns, father then the Tem- 
les 6f Peace and Truth) would 
hoſe" (1 ſay) who make the ſmooth- 
nefs of their rongue an Enzine 00 
redir their deſi ons, and with Ab- 
olows cover their Rebellion wach 2 
C fic 


Scripture for the rule of Our actl- 
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fit of devotion to ! wh their VOWS, 
ſenouſly conſider thoſe fey ad. 
vereiſements, they would not ſo of- 
ren perſonare the Saint to play the 
devil; nenher make their go0ol 
words ſo often to become thei: 
fs. 

Would they who (being no wa 
waſhed from their own Jeprohe } 
puddle the ſacred ſprinys of whole: 
ſome doarine,and likz Sorcer 75,cn- 
geavor to caſt mills on the faire! 
morning , but bethinkthemſcive;, 
if Naaab and Abils for puttin: 
falſe fire _tnto their. Incen(ori.: 
when they came to the Altar of tn 
Synagogue , were devoured as 1:1 
fortunate Victims, with the prope: 
coals of their own Sacrifice ; ws 
will become of them , wbo- acor: 
Chiiſt to-erucihe him. in his/Trarss 
and” who thus itreverently, preſum: 
to approachthe Altar of the eternal 
Teftamenr >; will not. their ſacrifice 
- Pfgve their Puniſhment, Gnce they 
haye 


bt _ / 
- 
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12ye. made a fin of their propitiatt» 
1?:And-as prof, & ous viRories Nt - 
aidlined', Lan, wich them more. 
hmag: then defearments do, will 
not thoſe divine Myfteries (which 
ze formerly bcheld clouded in 
darkneſs , bur are- now more appa- 
rently obſerved in a clear sky) occa- 
liontheir greater ruine, wha. under 
ſo glotious. a Sun-ſhine thus ruin 
-eryinco ſcoffs, and retain nothing 
of it bat a Phantsſme , ro ſerie 
their own ends, 2n:ito- lacquay., mn 
their.yile affeions ? ores bh 

Would thoſe who: ſeem to breath 
© nothing buc Sro c. ſme and ſfirituals 
-mr:dedneſs, who bear a vicious 
'Wnund in a fair ornament of body , 
| Wand. cover. a leaden. weapon in- an 
Ivory ſheath , bur ſeriouſly con» 
, Mfider, that to be godly is tobe ho- 
Weſt, and co be pious 1s to be juſt 
(2odlineſs and honeſty, being divine 
In conjun&on , but { divided from 
ans another ) are'moſt abominable 
'C2 thungs) 
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things) would they I ſay with their 
7 aus faces, think they can worſhip 
Ged, ſolong as they hate, and prove 
falſe ro their ezghbor , whom they 
may plunder in love , and perſecute 
hel hodh to ſave their ſouls > Who 
obſerves not that thoſe men who 
thus ſtray from the Rules of heaven: 
ly wiſdom, precipitat2 themſelves 
intodevious enormicic, and cali2i- 
nous obſervations ? ſuch ; 1:1ts 
being willing ro be found anywhere 
chan where they may obſerve Chri 
tian duties, Devotion, Temperance, 
-Chrigian Charity,and other vertucs, 
are not now accorn:ed of in the 
ſouls. of ſuch diffolute Liberr:; e: ; 
as if the bare reputation of bins 
devout , might draw upon it ſomc 
ſufpiton of. weakneſſe : yea , how 
fhany now adays are troubled, rhat 
nature -hath nor made rhem-1mpu 
dent enough to ſhak2 off the Ain of 
a 2008 conſcience , 25 if hell were 
no other then in picture with then? 
Not 


SI 

Nor could it otherwiſe be that ſo 
many-uncolleed ſpirits now a days 

if they would frame the whole 

i910n to Their own hu- 
168] ſhould it their gloty-to 
atallapainſt rhe hair, ro oppoſe 
the; mot ſound opinions, and 'to 
awe the lye even. to haven it (elf ; 
Jea a5.1t. they.were ſo. many Archi- 
meler, who ſeek for a place outof 
theworld to ſer footin, of purpoſe 
toturn the wo: 1d topſie rurvey.; it 
would not be chat ſo many hideoug 


nonllers of herefies , of impiety 
and Atheiſm, ſhould ſouncontrol- 
adly throw farch Blaſphemies a- 
FE ApPon, 

And doth not Religion, and the 
gloty.of God herzin ſuffer diminu- 
1017, doth. not our Nation labor 
myer veneral convulſions ? Hath it 
nt ben .waſted through unheard 
Elhiceration; > Is it not (Ifay) 
Mp) the terrible and monſtruous 
Irea..in:s of eA beiſm, and —_ 

2 WWHI C 
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will'd of3azons under which th: 
Charch of God now [:iboreth, an. 
the oppreihve fighs of a mourning 
people are almoit tired out with te- 
_ diousdifappotntments ? 

- Surely, he that ſees the Church of 
God [ofice glorious, and trium: 
phing] to be now ſo full of rb 
and deformity ;, he thar ſees her 
now complaining, bedew'd with 
rears, firting in the diſt, and al- 


moſtdrown'd in ca-es and ſorrow: 


muſt needs cry out with the Pro- 
pher ( Lam.1.1.) How doth the (i 
ty fit ſolitary, that was full of pcop!' 
Ow i ſhe becom as 4 widdo.y | [/Z 
that was preat among the Nations, 
and Princeſs among the Provinces, 
haw 1s ſhe become tributary ? 
- All chat is juſt, prudent, and mo- 
derate, now tafteth roo much of 
common; other paths muſt be found 
to heaven, new ways muſt be cur Out 
from God under the mould of ou: 
own Fancy,to make him kn xn 1 n- 


W 
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10 us; every one thinkin ws If opi- 
nion moſt. robable which he hath 
| byaſk 6f his own under- 


i irene to 'often we 
© 6x body of ſmoak , 


| 


Ercows, Fob afeRatiom, bur leaſt of 
"| <#:& , fince,we tie our ſelves oa” 
rotten drach, in ſitad of zdherin 
þ wo a 'of rhe Tree. "ence 1s 
Fes adPiery , who to well 
-2f- countwhances , 488 with 
ſich merchan Paratife were 
= being yer in hearr like 
arts Nhich in er of a ſold 
ave nothing but rhe husk. 
KO o * nor from mary. 
taKe CEvorion as a r Pa- 
fime 2 others bur-as 2 Night com- 
that ſome bend thar way 
for "complacency of -humors ; ©- 
thers for vain-elory , yea , £00 Ma- 
"IJ are thererorr. iperced for ſome _ 
cc 4 Mender 
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lender cloak of liberty , an ce:- 
tain accommodations of their pro- 
per intereſt, expreſſing an unſeeml; 
devotion of Apiſh tricks, which 
conſiſt 1n a certain light,and childiſh 
1mitation of *' countenances and 
geltures without any ſolidity 1n the 
menaſ- .- 

Oprodigy ! nov adays to ſee 6 
many, who are only bold to do i!l, 
but in undertakings made for Cod 
and his truth, have hearts of wax , 

and ſquls trembling like leaves un- 
_ derthe breath of windes / As ther: 
1s almoſt nothing ſo pitiful 2s 2 

Prince diſarmed- (who ſerves on21y 
' as a But toreproaches, and a ſport to 
inſolency) ſo what Rock worl | nv 
be mollifiedam nz fo many di ctul 
 obje&s > whar eye of ice would not 
| melt amon2 ſo many ſpzacles of 
| ſadneſs, to bzhol] Cod diſroab:d 0: 
his Honor, his Truths, his Ordin:n- 
ces, by thoſe who being drowned in 
the 1nundarion of impieties, follo» 

him 
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 * aqainſt Libertiniſm, 55 
him bya muddy ſearch , rather then 
by aclear acquifi? © | 


which of 1c ſelf,” 15 fair and glorious? 
And do we not hereby give occahon 
'roex0;bitanc ſouls, tojuſiifie their 
fns by our evil _deportments , who 
ny depainting vice with a 
Toal in another , .they make them- 
If ſelves as white as ſnow > what need 
'Y ke thus .go about to entertain 111- 
@ grounded tantaties?and as ſorcereſles 
" © carken the. glorious eye ,of the day 
with-therr — ro cloud 6ur faith 
© by renouncing the lizhe of truth, by 
| <ndracing the dusky vapors of our 
own inventicn-? 

Are not-the T7aths of God hi- 
therto held forth unto us ſufficient ? 
Why.then. | by diſentombing thoſe 
Herefics, which were long hnce en- 
terred] do we drayy on us the Cha- 
rager of . /nfidels, which will at laſt 
ſerve us to no other purpoſe bur £0 


reproach us' in the eternity of our 


Pains ) 


C5 


Is-not this to betray Re/igion, 
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pains With the exorbirance of «.; 
> 1 SS 
They who adulrerate mctals, an! 
re ſomrces ct Iwely t 'Jye 
141m, do Jeſs hurt then thoſe who 
uſe their own intereſt for / <7, thei; 
tonorance for gloſle, an their pal- 
fion - for commentary. Neither 
do thoſe who defire ro citabliſh 
falſe things , gain ought elſe upon 
the credulicy of humanz ſpirics, bur 
to make Tr7#:h to be the more 
doubred. For as ill habites are cat- 
ly made to {lide into th2 hearts of 
children, by imication of parents, 
or-corruption of evil comyany ; ſo 
error 1llaqueares ſome men, an 0- 
pinion ſers the complexion v9: 
the procedures of the moſt. 

And what is this but to oppoſe the 
ſhadow to the light, and a lye to 
the truth? Nay, do we not herein 
ſer up Reaſon as Judge, and reſolv: 
our Faith into Reaſor > [an error of 
roo Many in theſe dayes.] Do we 

not 
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not give vice the colour of vert, 


their enchantments ? 

ce hathof late too fadl, 
told ts, rhat there is eothingenl 
ſo. much retnpts Curioſity, as I- 
1 Y on from whence ircomes, rhar (as 
rf 7aneb's ſhip)every one ſeems to call 


upon his own God;rhat the figure ſo 
much encroacheth/ upon rhe bvdy',' - 


and that (like 'men ſmirtren' wah 
blindneſſe)ye are ledinto Samaria, 
Sad of going to Dethan, 2 King. 
19. 
But where we ſee any thus pre- 
tend't6 have new inftin&s towards 
diſcoveries, above and beyond Sctt- 
pure, let us with the Apoſile '{ C27. 
2. 18, 19.) make ir a marke' of ſe- 
ducers, to intrude itito things they 
ave nor feen 3, arid however In 
the eſteem of ſ@me rhey ,are as e- 
minznt 25 Apoſtles, of an Angel 
& 


deep truch in Ifon chains ? yet, 


which is worſe, imirare the ſor cerers *- 
who imploy* rbe Bible to forrifie 
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of God, yeT 1f.they once tow a... re 
this, glais., \introJucing 11-17 a 
ſtranze Doctrines (rhou_h nile! 
great humulity and {2ws O56 10.0 
if they go aboutto cavſe d 1/111, it 
they forſake Ordinances, vilii.e Mi- 
niſters 8 and the olu WAY of nol: 
walking with God, wz are boun! 
nor ro receive , b.:t co avoid ther, 
leaſt we be dzceiv<d {as 7:1 -n has) 
and. loſe that knowlecg: of G5 
which once w2 had. ; 
Alas! why ſhoald we thus b2tr:y lA 
the glory of God? why do we thus Wis 
batter ki 1nheticance ?- Are nor o:: Wir 
continued. d:vifrens the cauſe that Mb 
the wayes to S,on ao mourn , that {ir a 
Prieſts ſigh, and ſbe is affiited, tit Wl 
all her beauty bs departed? ber princes a 
are become; like Harts that finde op 
paſture, and are gore without ſtrength 4 
t 
2 
| 


before the purſuer, Lament. 1, 4. 6. 
* Have not our breaches been the in- 
 Tode of. ſo many licentious enor- 
nunies ?.Is It not from, the fruitful 

d mM 0- 


< * 5 S 
againſt Libertini{m, 59. 
Toher of 'oxtentiions , that ſo ma=« 
| Wy i-npictics anu the Authors there- 
: W# hue increoſt amon-tt us, and 
though not a&tea by co.mand, yet 

olerared by conntvance ? 
hats it ele that hath ſo much 
(x bli.ed th; ocfires, . and fruſtrated 
the expectations of aJl men 2 How 
co7:e& 1t thar their minds are- de> 
ace, and their vertucs diſhealt- 
ned? whence cores 1t that the. 
'Mzg flracy ts {0 vilipended 3 the 
M x ftry cot2:r.nd,and all things” 
em perverted 2 was -1G not by the 
B:90 furious marchings of rhoſe .- 
os's, Who at f:rtk mode way to their 
ambitious expeQations by all de- 
ſt; nz \ ejther violent or tradulent] 
and whoſe beſt /»ſtu ies have fince 
proved but a foil te Religion, that 
j'ety languitheth', Kel gion fainteth, 
that char.ty is accounted ſcandalous 
and ſ:perſtitiows ; - that blaſphemy 
alumes the uncontroled liberty 


of venting, and that the beauty of 
| ( n:c..05 


—_ 
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is ſo dupraced and ſullied by act 1h 
c10us hanas ? 


Felices rimium bona [i ſua 191 in | 


How happy had we been, hag we 
learn'r rather to /:ve than to d:/pute 
had rhe waters of firife, and the Ill he 
flocds of contention been dried up, I bz 
how ſoon had that Dove with filver ÞÞ pt 
wings appeared amongſt us > Had | 
that Ehatity which is onely infuſed I ( 
into us by the ſpirit of God, but Il Y 
ſuffocated rhoſe ſuper-ſeminated | n 
T arcs of contentions, how ſoon ÞÞ b 
would it have cur off the occaſions |} e 
of thoſe inhumane ftrivings ? nei- | © 
ther would that black ſpinit of the || 


Abyſſe have drawn men even from 
the Alrar,o run to the ſword, which 
they indifferently thrult into the bo- 
ſom of the nearelt Relations ; after 
which followed ſo man eryes and Nh 
lamentarions, with ſuch images of | 
death Rill ing befofe out eyes, as 


VWCrc 
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were able ro woun { the heart with 
conpatſon , yea to move the moſt 
unnatural rage. 

- Hence 1: 15, that the goily evapo- 
rate Into ſighs, and \ 6 convulſed 
world ſeem3 to mown, with the ſad 
ſence / and  apprehenhon of 
Hnngez juigeme.t. And ſurely 

ethar no revels. it In grearneſſe , 
b2 thar fits 1dle amid(} the com- 
plain ts and mournin 2 of theChurch, 
rauit needs be infuſcated wirh the 
Toory vapors of an inſenſible heat. 
Yes, hard are thoſe ears which bow 
not torhe ſad rel:ition of our long 
dleecing miſeries ; and hi:der thoſe 
eyes which -can behold them with- 
outthe moiſt teſtimonies of ſorrow. 
The Land orieverh for many horrid 
Fas; and may we not juſtly fear ,leaſt 
Provide*ce[{o often provoked by our 
renewed treſpaſſes ] will caſt us out 
a$a prey to our enemies, or that the 
un of rizhteouſneſs my 'g0 down 
mour dayes ? 7: 
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It were to enrer into a valt Ly 
byrinth of diſcourſes and reaſons 
to repreſent at this Ne thole vatt- 
ous blaits of pernicious doctrine,gy 
agitated by fa&ious whirlewinds, 
ſince we may b-hold on the (tage offi 
the Church ſuch a horrible ſphere of 
Moniters, and TempeRs , blooy 
'Coners, and Arms of hire | as the 
miligenn of ſegducing ſp'7:ts | chett: 
{hing fo formidabl2 + growth , tor 
bate our ho7es, an undermit- out 
hap, inefle, 

The hi;he& ſuperſoeRion and vi- 
gtlancy bein therefore nov 107? 
then ever requilite to preſerye that 
truth which -GoJ hath eſpouſed to 
himſelf, and which we fin4 the d-- 


vil.in all «Ages t9 have raiſed in- i 
ſtruments to diſparave , diſcounte- \ 
nance anJ oppoſe, yea ( it po{hbly) 
t9 over-throww, in the rooun2 out of 
the Minitry, an1 Profeſſors the:e- | 
of, as -bein2 a ſpiritual En:in2 to 
batter dows his Kingdom, 4 


Net-- 
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| Neicher-do.. the preſent contri- 
\nces of thoſe (v.ho I fear have long 
- {ceived che world. with a laborious 
INp:erfie,fince under the veil of Ke- 
$4 are concealed ſuch flagitious 
and dangerous ' Tenents) ſeem. to 
1 pp ' by humane deſignment, but 
pf $, long fince hatch- 
by.chat old ſerp'nt, "whoſe king- 
awing toan end, and hav ing 
'4 ſhor: time to reign, there's 
[2 theſe. ſpirits. and Emiſſaries 
ble the wooden/ Dove 
» Archytas the Philoſopher, which 
flew by engines , whillit they. had 
thei: operation , and ſoared-in the 
air, bur ſo ſoon as they ceaſed, it 
tailed the iving on the earth) will 
*s lens infe(t the ir w uh their ful- 
licinous breath. 

Andthat God | who crave eth l:2ht 
out of the brom of dar;neſs, and 
afrentimes ſuffererth not chings vie- 
[e- tto be lons laſtin :) wil { after 
We have Progted by che experience 


'X 


, 


U_ 
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of out ev1l:) diſperſe thoſe amazing 
turmmlts ,- and prevent the growth < 
that' Arle:fm which everywhere 
abounds;and chreacnerh ruine toli 
Wayes, as 1f fome hidden Polſon Nad 
envadedtheland. | 

All hamane affairs- are then onhiſ 
feared mn the beſt Rarion of fe! c:ty, 
when they rejoyce in concord, Fiz 
ty, andomry of Relition , it being 
an ill an} of ſolace for on manto 
—_— Ms happinefle by the cn- 
creafe of anorhers grief. And mod 
mifetoble are they of all men, wh to 


" 


's 


= ww. 


canfivt be happy © by the miſerics 
of another. To whar purpoſe is i} 0 
to hold flowers to the noſtrils, when © 
the body is parched and waſted with if * 
a violeut feaver? ( 
Heat (1n the opinion of ſome) 1 
doth more hurt then the North} 
wind ; andftony: ſpirits are not oli * 
mwayes the moſt efficacious. Anil 
iho ſees not taat our Proteſtant C1: 


4 +» 


{ntions have ever been the cauſe of 


0 


our adverſanes rejgy ings? 

0 As the frveereſt 1»fluevces are 

fl aſe which- cauſe the ſweereſt ef- 
/Ffc&s in roral narure; and not ſpark- 


ling Flames, but invilible hears uſ- 
ully melc hard meral; ſo who ſeerh 
nor thar filence and peace (which 
wethe two manſions of a good con- 
ſcience) are of much more worth, 
thn all the ions which en- 
kindle dt viſions ? the beſt doaArme 
being chat which bz knowerh how 
to cement up concord. 

i} Bur ir hath bzen our unbappineſſe 
[© of late that in the oreat viciſhtude 
of things, evil minds have too of- 
ten intervened , which vitiared the 
Councels, rerarded the endeavors, 
and diverted the i intentions of ſuch 
who had a rizhter aim towards tire 
advancement of the truth , then 


blind violence of ſvirir [ not ſo 
Nuch for love of jutlice as oreedl- 
ne{s 
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ſuch as were hurried into arms by 8 . 
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neſs of revenge] andun.cr the rai 
of Kel9 ox, labored ro hide Aagit 
. ous and e411 nablz exceſſrs, 
_ » [Caſar!,. n Dialog.) Ciſarins (1 
"Geeek Author) faith , that Mill-W 
Rones | having no corn to erind,i, 
ſtrike fire one on another. And 
- hach not the want of employment, 
with. particular reflegions on gain, 
profit, and preferihent , interpos' 
dilentions not onely among the 
neereſt fr:e#d:, but often times #- 
mong the Religious ? 

- Againſtthe unnacuralneſs where: Weg 
of, wefndan eminent example 1, 
the magnanimity of David, vi; 
could ſcarce be induced to a jvit r:-Þ=;; 
ſiftance of his {on Abſuom , thous? 
forcing his way rno his Father: 
; Throne throuh blool an.1 raPin-., 

untill. ?o:b bad Gifſipared that 12n- 
gutinzi]e of his g2ncle mind-.. An! 
lo dereſtable an- ungertaking w1s it 
hell in tho'e who were brethren by 
ths, bon1s of Nature and Reit1on, 
(0 
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Morfeir all civil. reſpe&sto the rage 
ie war,” as that (if we rake a review 
WF che 01d Teſtament) we ſhall find. 
Mouth thete were many and bitter 
 Wiſcords, many tumulrs, many wars, 
ſer they were ever againſt thoſe 
[Who had collapſed into tout and ap- 


\Waren idolatry , and the worſhip . of 


"Whe G ert:les, 
l Srint Peter, 1 Per. 3.8, (in whoſe. 
| rt G61 had locked up the Max- 


* Fmes of the beſt Pol cy in the world) 
Invites us to be all of one min”, Go. 
love as brethren, ro þepiriful and 


|. 


courteous. An w2 find our Sav1- 
ourin the Propher [ſarah ( 1ſ[a. 11. 
1,)to be called a Kod, and a Brazch, 
tocorrect ſome, and ro comtort 0- 
thers,. bur. is never termed a_ ſword 
to kill and defiroy. Oh that the 
thoughts hereof would cur off all 
furcrher occahons of inhumane 
ſtrvinzs ! did our Saviour after he 
mdttiumphed over death ſ>Jute his 
difciptes with the (weer and amiable 
FX name 


\% 
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name of peace. ? Dil the Apojil 


afterwards b2autifie the entrance off® 


rheir Epiſtles with ic > Is it with th 
that the. Angels rejoyce , and jul 
men are delighted ? And 1s it thugs 
only which tranſmits comfort to the (P® 
weak, eaſe to the troubled , upcn 
which all wiſhes are bent , in which 


all people are bleſſed > and mult ir Þ' 
not needs be an ob e#? fuil of bite F 


anguiſh to ſee a Na 1on wortied to 
. ruine by fraternal 4{cords , which 
Chriſt hath efpouſed by 2 particular Þþ 
eletion to himſelf > What dh un 
advantage diſconſolate man, to bs F* 
freed from me - «page is of 3p 
greedy enemy, 2in: rifled ani 
impoveriſhed 5 of his ovn WP 
Nation > 
If a watchful eye abides in hea: 
ven, ever aQuve, never weary, but 
perpetually contemplates the deeds 
of- men, andequally diſpenſerh'to c- 
veryane his.deſervings| and,who ſecs 
not that Gods eye is as quickſighted 
10 


e- 
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de be gue of hearts , as. ns 
{is We 4:4 the chaſtiſements 
ciines?; | ſurely it is. to feared 
__ lron hand 'of provoked 
by will, fall heavy. on contenti- 
us ſouls, who purſued others.imco 
| - rh Gnce where ( br:f4 is ba. 
], and, love findes no habita-. 
—_— {as 54 yu War iy $6 
pre ment its ) 1 
toll 1s oppoſe | Thy Arms] againlt 
beCroſe, where Chrifiians ( far» 
ul of their covenant, forgetful 

a their + name, and un: ming ul, of 
il cir Relacions) thus rage, One a- 
 anlt another, there is either no 
Yeorernment, or ſuch as borders up- 
Mn ruine... _ . 

Its obſerved in Hiitpry- for mar 
n7.Azes, that the wounds ircm-bea- 
Yen. Nave'on all fides faln on thoſe 
Wo have ſought to caſt the, Applic 
of diſcord.into the houſe of God 3 
the, wind blown from their mouth 


rerurned on their heads, ſince It 
T- 
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15 fac 1niquicy ſhould firit kill ic 7 ml 
with its own potſon ; diſcord: mill 
for atime {1nd-e:]) increa(2 with | 

odigious fertilicy, & thoſe throne 
which are eliabliſhed upon wicked; 
neſſe, and cemented with bloo'; 
may for a time ſubfiit with wicked 
* nefie (God having appointed rod 
'of his fury for, our chaliilement}:* 
but have they not at [2ſt been ro:Wjep 
rured themſelves wich thoſe painsin 
and funies which they raiſed ain, 
others? HaJ ir rot been b-trer they 
had put their hand; on T7 
chen' on tne Pearls of 'a DiNYh 
deme ? - WON 

God ſomerimes (indeed ) per- 
mits darkneſſe ro'execute its powe: 
upon the lizht, and the 1Mplous to 
perſecute the juſt (who every day 
drown a patrt of their life in thei 
Tears ) 'to render them the more 
| lorious by their ſufferings ; but 
that at laſt he takes their cauſe in 
hand, and qrerwhelms all humane 
policy 


nPax2_23B44% = 


ions, Ieta Juli witneſs, 5 Wo 
gee} devgn agiinſt Clriſtian Re- 
Lon , , the deftr of 
, eatming, yon Hay bt the 
Don 7y, was blaſted from heg- 


1 n in the midlt of his, blaſphe- 
y 


And gon. men of che ſame 
remper , nor meer with the 
like nd, whom. Gat” ofrenrimes 
nuliyro ie ſlowly one pg | 

maldty, and more lin Oa » 
rendering then! the Pecars rs of 
their own dulhonor”, and own 
funerals[as\ve ſee ih Herad \Tiberin, 
anthers yet ow ſuddainly haye 
we feehr many grear' ones. of the 
world (luxuriating in their Glories, 
and made” wanron by felicicy) diſ- 
mantled of chem borh > how often 
doth the Cypreſs diſappoint the 


rel, and an inconcoaed ſuc» 


ce of fortune obſitu&t all the glo- 
D ries 
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ries of the conquerer, to whom no. 
thing was once thought wanting 
1mmorrality ? 

— How many Conquerours have we 
ſeen to land over the ruins of the 
oppreſſed (being rhe:nſelves walied 
by the expence of blood and 
ſtrenvth) who have bzen often = 
er cheir Tombs, then their Ti 
umplis, their Funeral , then he 
Palms? And(when contempl tin? 
the rincipal objec of their oe 
light, have they found any thing to 
entertain.cheir curioſity, bur a forced 
a unpleaſant laughrer ? 

So hard is it to row in the (trean 
of che world, where God cou ls; 
net the veſſel, .whoſe juſt anger al 

yes. follows hn*ers at the "heels 

orly waits untill the offering b- ta 
co > Lalrifies it, When God incends:0f 
abandon man for hisdemerits, an! 
ro ſacrifice him to his Juſtice, he 
leaves him to himſelf, and to th: 


\w1(hes 
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enge; to _entangle himſelf under 
Me - great deſign nnder rhe Pre- 
ence of honor and- Juſtice , and 
alchough op be viciots ) gives Fx 
ucceſles; and'incomparable praſpe- 
Fitics,, that puff up his bearr , and 
Wnak: him preſume upon his own ' 
;Fondut; h2 rakes from him the 
ue taſte of diz9ve things , and (i 
- We. have any faithful -Coyncellors ) 
atterers , and epchanters poſleſle 
heir *place. Ir any -evil atfrighr 
un , or any ſcourge from heaven 
| Pverwhelm him, he 15 made believe 
5 15 but'a natural thing, untill ar 
. de be put upon the Pinacle oftus 
ighet. lpniries, and the moſt mag- 
Wicent negottations, which -precls. 


are him into Arherſm, and a re- 
robate ſenſe , which is the laſt Rep 
| - one makes to enter into 


D 2 
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I thould not have ſo much g 
ereſied' on this ſubje&, bur thi 
ſome hidden poiſon ſeems of li 
ro haveinfe&ed many, and enzaxÞ*® 
them m blind and unexpected if 
ſentions concerning that grearqu 
—_— ropriety [fo much contrliſl 


ughout the world] til : 
ck (is Archeſlax; hath lon 


_ held forth) 3 is a buſineſſe { 


d,' asnever to be determi}, 
ay beihothe confuſion of thing 


10! fortunes., neceſſarily enell © 


- rang Jars and endle 
ents; and rhat a cru 
tio: of mind: to revene?, il 


le efſpoſition , a burbaro 


lifÞ7s-rebel} a ſeerec_ ſpeculatio 
of *Lordly-Dominion , and oth 
fich cauſes haveroo þHinly appey 
ed ic thoſe who comer not thi 


Wiz morecafitto raiſe rroubles, che. : 


to moderate chem; 
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(indeed) are any way 

d with the converſation 

e \;mho ar-the. Nativity -of 

\Saviqut. "Hnthems 

Thee, not careftund 

0h excctienc of the divine 

| {gene fromwhich flow- 

| the opllency of Kingdoms, rhe 

| cp ern pop 
andthe moft a ive v 

1 GnGions 3 in the body f 

Kreas On the contrary , wr 

; Peyton anne and the A-\ 

tyrele /is troubleſome, the 

ie doubeful:,. and ! rhe! 


F or: the m6 | part 
ore -profently"infuertr':a ' bribe 


F'® ;.0nt; ir decay of abl he 
Fuemdders;; and audacity ( (ndiny 
t ſelf difenzaged from -rhe ipehal- 
es of 'the Laws ) runneth head- 
ong * mio. all varieny of wiſ- 

chiefs. . - 
Dx 2 And 
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And hence. jis it, that the 
{trees are! ofren times not onely 
covered:. with" 'dead bodies , and 
the little :children/ fighing out 
their laſt. breath upon the Vleed: : 
in3 carcaſſzs of deceafmg Parents, 
that {irangers poſſ:ff: rhe heri 
\lages, and infich themſelves with 
the'ſpoils of the .rained and op- 
refled , but that che Temples 
ye been. handled as th: obj:& 
of all, reproaches, and thoſe vei 
fels of glory . ich ſerved for 
the :Mzniftry. of the Lord , have 
been -raken © away implated 
hands; that the mo(t facred thing 
are Violenced , and the molt pro- 
Phane - licenced, 'the nocnt an! 
mnocent are involved in the er 
petation of. a ſad and promiſcu- 
ous Cataſtrophe. 


> +045 S&T SS \TTETSS 


_ Surely as he would bz roo much iþ Þ 
n love with life, to be willins 
| [0 
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theo ſpare , and keep it in the Iofſe 
cj of rhe true Religion, ſo muſt he 

\deds be fotry that ever whaminmy | 
ut efixco the world, when he c 
el $&rsthe: time , ro which'God had 
ts, reſerved his Ape, to ſee the dif- 
nl Yaters' and deſolution of a plice: 
> or people abandoned to the futy of 
- rpg, andthe pro 

i the impious , 0 fe avens 
7 -7\of [ fared with humane, 

pt 11 thoſe well fea- | 


State. 


What an Edi& do: we finde pub- 
liſhed by an Apoſtle inveſted with 
Twnder, and hohtning? 1 ( 97.5. 6. 
D 4 And 
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And-were he :ſent ;again into the 
world by Providence, what woull 
he imagine , who then wanted 
atience 'to ſee a controverſe 
| abou a field perhaps, a : 
ouſe ] if he ſhould now behold 


thoſe that .clum the title of 
_ the fauhful, . to. oppoſe not a 


houſe ' or. City one again ano- 
ther or even {trive ©O Preclpl- 
tate whole Provinces, yea a Na- 
tion into Rapes , diforders, and 
priviledged _Plunders > He that 
would not ſuffer ove brother to go 
my her but rhe 
to. Jajet wring ' and ain franl, 
WO Ons ere. F ſuch 

S a 3 with.a Dech- 
Uan pf allowance y AS, NOW 4Þ- 
pear viſible in the face of this 


Age ? 


And xf out Saviour en'oyncd 2 
removal of all ſcandals from his 
FF Kin, 


| WR 1a; hl | mY 
ag inf Exbbrtih ». % 


Kingdom, dooming "the | Authors - 
thereof. to have 1 Mi-fowe hin 
ed about their 'Necks , 
bodies caſt tato wp; 
willbecome of rg; 
their' own” —_— oe To. 


he re _ r fn, 
accordin®” to 1.8 ( 
ad "will ] fl "into divifi 
motig chemſelves, withdttn 
each other, and" -tenſute- Acta a=. 
nother? Wo., and alas | wifl-bre- 
thren forgetful. of heir Cove- 
naht, forgetfull of their Name, 
md untnindfull.'of their Relati-. 
ons, thus rage," comemne, yea 

thoſe * "which! they ought 
not't | have | * 


; Fg not the people , ſeeing 
mo Relrgros held forth ( as 
k) S ſo many 1 ſeverall. 
rec A and minds, think it Is 3s. 
zoo be bf none , as adventure 2- 
D x mong. 
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mong {ſo thany.? What juit occa-. 


fon of offence will hereby bz gj- 
ven to the ignorant, to the pro- 
phane , and ſack, as. are yet unſer- 
led in their judgemenc, when'{(ci- 
ther through. pride , or pcrulan» 
cy they (hall ſee. -men chanve 
their opinions, which a while ago 
they ſeemed to be ſo zealous for? 
doth not this make them think 
that the reſt may, be as uncertain 
as thoſe? 


Surely, us an extream rage and 
furious diſpair which. thus expe 
nothing, but. the height of evils 
for urs Remedy ; and how greata 
ſcandal the Lives of ſuch: Profeſ- 
ſors will at laſt throw upon the 
Church of God , I wiſh the ad 
ExPerience of the times may not 
too plunly manifeft ; many ( no 
doubc) having been kept oft fron 
the pratice,, and approvinz of 3 
godly 
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odly life , rhrough the unhappy 


ferences among our ſelves, 


Bur that which is the ſogl.of 
migforrune- , is_ the great, con- 
tempt. of that high Ca8ng ;; fot 
which che Apoſtle -+howghe none 
ſupcien, Tt is not denied bur 
that God can make his Oracles 
ſak, without. a voice | and Oh 
moat a great thing is nothing in. 
the hands of God, who can teach. 
without a_ School, and in a mo- 
ment change 1gnorants_ into Do- iÞ 
aors and Peſants into Prophets !] | [ 


= 0 


But. whac ? ſhall. we negle& the 
otdinary means appointed in his {| $f ; 
word'to lead us ro him ? What | "op 1 
108 

| 

. 

' 


can we expe& from a Phyſmun 
thar diſcourſerh of war , or a bare 
Solar treating of the ſecret de- 
liyns of 'Princes 2 No more may 
We look for from thoſe lare 


Chaplains of Satans ordering, who - þ ne 6 
|; | 


pic: . 
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pretend g0od to do miſchict , 
and a& bis parc in the attire of 


an Angel. 


The ſpirit alſo is promiſed to 
lead us into all cruth, but notby 
finarick Enthaſiaſm.:s. The ſpt- 
£ . 
rit of God Tpeaks to us in and 
PR but not beſides , or beyond | 

Scripture ; to hold theretore 
extraordinary Revela. 05 | where- 
by rhings were formerly made 
known £0. the Prophets 1 or to 
pretend to ummediare infpirations 
without the word, is a deluſion 
as .montfirious as deretable , and 
ought to he. reje&ed as an inſtru- 
ment of Satan, 2 The]. 2.2, and 
as the uſual pretences of Impo- 
fors, - againit whoſe fanatical con- 
cexs, God hath ſufficiently fore- 


I us, 1. John 4.1, Galathians 


The 


againſt Libertiviſm. A 
The Scripture being written for 
out [zarning, we are command» 
od there to ſ:«rch, as the; Cone 
duit of Life and .power of /Gpd 
unto (alvation. ' whom NE are 
nos. raught- ro enquice at the Oran 
- | cls na Its pou Phancaſes, ,. 
nor to be bed by op 111015 of our 
| | own framing. And ſurely che pu- 
" | aihment of che Mongrel-blaſphe-. 
mer, Levs, 24. ſhould . make all 
conſcionable men afraid bow 
they adventure this way , to make 
bold with Gods ſacred Name : 
leaſt perchance, { like the ſons of 
Sceve). they meer wich Tome mad 
>&vils to whip. them from. their 
prclumptious folly. = 


Ang yet [ to the fad reproach 


of a _finfull Nation, may it _ be 
ſpoken ] none are now adayes 
more cried up , then ſuch as 
were never brought up in the 
| Schools 
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Schools of rhe Prophets , nor 
lawfully ordained to the cAis.- 
fry , which is now ſo commonly 
flandered by our | ?./#ited] Setta- 
ries, telling the people that their 
Priefks have deluded them, that 
have falſified the word 
[whiich, alas ! they themſelves have 
roo fouly wreſted ] yea ſone of 
them have been pleaſed to call | 
the oreareſt cheat could b- Put up- 
on Chriſtians. 


Bur let the manife(t puniſh- 
ment from heaven upon FP: 
ſerve ( among many other inſian- 
ces which might vn produced ) as 
an example of rerror 3 to ſuch 
ſecular Powers , as will incroah 
upon Minſftry, and break the 
barriers that Providence hath e- 
ſtabliſhed, for the differencing of 
the ſpititual' and temporal” autho- 
rity, Nether -let the nts 

ot. 
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;npudence ſeem broken gown) be 
; || mae a; colpur to excuſe any trom 
- | Sicitlegious bolineſs , who, mun- 
r | gle nfcriouſly divin2 reaſons 
with. their, Pwn humane” Fanicies , 
phich as Queen; and. Goyerneſs 
ought to þe.-chiet Ruler, and: not 
uffragant , -in ſo ſacred and holy 
4 Sud ct. | | 


Bzhdes ,, is 1t--not an unſeemly 
King to- ſee the-ſacred volume of 
our bel.ef-ms ſteries » tofled up 
and down , and plaid withall in 
every ſhop, or kitching ?.and that 
thoſe divine ,Oracl;s which. ( here- 
tote) have bzen accounted My- 
ferries , ſhould be thus abuſed , by 
luch as go. about ſowing of ſchiſm, 
of Errors , and ſpread- 


Ing of faltioxr. Surely , ſo ſeri- 
ous” and venerable a Rftudy , 


Gould not chus cumultuarily F-- 
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diſcuſſed , Gods word being + 
Hiſtory geliztouſly to be adored, aw- 
fully feared » and not fabulouſly 
Teported, 


.. The - Fews and eMahornct ins, 
and almoſt aY Nations, are with 
wvyerence wedded unto the bate 
jaDguage wherem their Reli2ion 
had ortginally been conceived; all 
change and tranſlation having b2en 
dire&ly forbidden. And one of 
out Gree:an Hiſtorians , doth (not 
Without appearance of reaſon) ac- 
cuſe his Age, for ſo- much as the 
Tecrets of Chriſtrain Relizion were 
fo farre diſpenced it publike , as 
rhat every man-michr ac his plea 
ſure dWpute of -it , and art ran- 
_ vent his opinton of the 

me, ® 


And certainly is ſhould be a 
great ſhame to. us, who by the 
un- 


againſt L.ibentinifms, 


unſ 


e mercy of God enzoy 


8G 


the pure, and facred Ay fteries of. 
piety. , to ſuffer the ſame to be- 
profaned by an erratical and 


circumforaneous motion , 
mouthes of ' ignorant and p 
people ,” ſeeinz the very 


ules interdiged Socrates, Plato, 
and the ,wiſeſt among them, to 
meddle , enquire , or ſpeak of 
things committed to the Prieſts of 


in «che 
r 


Delphor ; yea did flatly inhibire a+ 


mang themſelves 'the. uſe of the 
ane god /in all their 
rulgar and | familiar - difcours 
&. . oj 


Name -of their 


It was not lobg finee accoun- 
ed @ great faule for Miniſters to 


ntermeddle - with - lay - Offices .5 


yet how many of Frrobo.:ms Prietts 

ve we now ftarred up among 
us who continue in the civil Cat- 
Eng , yet think themſcly*: abfe to 


du- 
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'charg2 thar of rhe cMinftry , 
not confidering that there are no 
fins , which God doth punih 
more rigorouſly , nor ſpeedily , 
then thoſe which are committed, 
againſt devotion and piety. 
"How ſuddainly did that Kin? 
fnde a Leprofie riſe from th: 
hgh Prieſts ? Yea how was Ely 
the chief Prie(t- buried in the ru- 
ines of his own houſe , for the 
ſacriledge of: his children , with- 
out! any conſideration of tho'? 


A ———— he had perfor- - 


ar. the Tabernacle } We find 

=- _—_— alſo nor to take up 
e {courge againſt naughty Judges, 
Us dee he by 
ers ard ſellers of the Temple, Jol. 
2. 'as to commir a fin again! 
Gods Alkar , rhe remedy would 


. 2row deſperate z ani| ſhovid rhere- 
fore warn us, as to keep out 


ſelves from Simonizs, from Plun- 


IR 
(ITS 


againft Libertiniſm, 89 
ders, and irrevetence In Chut- 
ches, ſo from abuſing the - Ordi- 
nances , and worſhip of God , 
\ | wittour a wattantable Call ; fee- 
» | ing he can have no excuſe , who 
makes his Judee his witneſfe. 


'He that thus | builds without 
' | God, doth but "demelifh; and 
" | whoſoever thinks'' this way to 
make” any grezr encreaſe , ſhall 
inde” nothing bug ſterility, And 
may not the voice of God hence 
Can = "ſoul participate of your 
counſels, or my elory come n- 
to your company, fince' whilelt 
 yohere& 'Altars tome , you offer 
yout' voiys to'your own hiſts ? you 
Adr- ſacyifire , bur ' ſin, you be 
your knees but not your hearts 3 
Deceive ror the world , neirher 
make falſe boatings in. my worlhp, 
except you manacle your Ms 
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paſſions , :and tame your deceitful 
minds 


We have of late (indeed) glad- 
ly beheld the .devourt multitude 
crouding . the 'Churches to pour 
fourth cheir wiſhes, How often 
have -we ſeen the Religious pro- 
trace in the SanQuary , implo- 
ring .the aid of heaven by fre- 
quent ſighs, and importuning di- 
vige providence with unwearied 
Prayeds ? But alas't- may not Go! 
ſay: ano. us [| avhen. we are even 
py me -of his. facred. myſteries] 
ev hath the blood of many mi- 
ſerable-men been ſhed, for whom 
I have ſhed my blood > whileſt 
you cry'te me, do not thouſands, 
6f--Orphans and. widdows cry to 
behold! the dead carcaſles -of rh: 
hutbands and parents?, you ſeem 
to kifle my head , bur kick 2! 


My members ; you flatrer me with 


youl 


WE " F f Ad 

oy bu perf - 

| 9. * | per Ccure 
| ir Arms. Your ſwords 'reak 
with the blood of one another ; 
ou preſent your ſelves ſuppltants 
wilqwe b raiſe conrentions 
abroad, © You have the voice of 
farob!, bur the hands of Eſa; 
yea whileſ you ſmell of incen(@; 
C 13/by your Means rhat' w 
Townes 'are turned into ſm.oak; 


And TI' wih it may never- Be 
lad to-the charge of any of thetr 
IF account, who ſhould have 
compoſed rhe Nattor- when 1t- 
was 'difunited with dilcords, and 
endeavored tr09 reconcile the irre- 
evlar ramalts' of .che Church, rhar 
they have abandoned "themſelves 
tO'the infamous Councils of. AMa- 
chiavel, and' their own ſelf-inte- 
reſts; this beings not that wifdom 'il 
which {to uſe- rhe words of the” lf 

+ Apoſtle ) deſcenderh from mo IS: |K 
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but 1s carnal , ſe»ſ#a! and G&&- 
viliſh. 


Sythence from hence proceeds 
the dulling of that two-edged ſword, 
which divides between rhe bones, 
and the marrow, and by the power 
whereof blaſphemies, ſacriledges, 
herefhes, and impieties would 
have vaniſhed , and all have bcen 
ſcattered ; Laws would not have 
been filent among ſwords , the 
honour and worſhip of God (0 
much contemned , the hypocrices 
. haye the uncontrolled - Hs of 

ing, poor miſled - and ſedu- 
ced; ſouls would not have been 
mage believe they fin in nor tra- 
ducing the Min:ft-y and thei! 
Callng, as a humane invention , 
meerly mtroduced to uphold car- 
nall. intereſt, nor Wolves ſo dan- 


 gerouſly. hays infe&ed the Te: 
of the ſhepherds. 


Is 


—— 


— pp 


EP pon—_— YR _ _=.14 


s. . . , . 
arainft Libertiniſm, '93 


ls not this to be wiſe without 
God ? And doth it not hence al- 
ſo happen that in fiead of profit- 
ing it the School of C: wh and 
in the Do&rine of ſo good a Me- 
fer, we are bold only for the 
world ; and timorous in the ab- 
fairs of God > If a falſhood be 
to, be-averred;, if a revenge be to 
be put forward | even to the ef- 
futon of blood ] If 1:vwvtul Powers 
be.to be. reſuled ; if laws both di- 
vine. and humane be to be ſpoken 
againſ}, there wants neither bold- 
neſſe. noc confidence; but 
{ though all men are naturelly 
ſuirred up, wich the reſentment of 
a Divinity ) yet emulation -dotn 
lo often mingle it ſelf with Ke- 
{19:02 ,.as thut ſo ne.ſeek their own 
glory.18 lifting up that of the Di- 
Yinity -, and (contray to the lay? 
ing of the eternal wiſdom it telt” 
accord the devil of proper reteſt 


WICH 


Cre = 
,- 
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with the cMaximes of Feſus , by 
ſerving two! Maſters, 


And doth it nor proceed from 
the falſe: and ſcandalous lives of 
ſuch profeflors , that the mindes 
of pious people are offended, that 
the ſad harmony of our enemies 
jubilations 15? See how they di:- 
agree and deiiroy one another | 
and the ſcoring tongues of the 
notoriouſly wicked are ſharpened 
againſt our Keligion ; that we are 
made gazing ſtocks to others , and 
are become formidabl: to out 
ſelves; whereas, would we but 
make Gcd to march in the head 
of our affairs, who is th: ſourſe 
of all good ſucceſſes , how ſoon , 
would Religion deface the (pots 
winch ' ſo calily flide into out 
lives! 


Surely: ether the Relrgion ve 
pro- 


profefie accuſerh. our errowrs, or 
elſe we the Profeſſors accuſe our 
Rebivien, , Where Chriſt 1s ba- 
hel Lovel finds no habitation; 
and needs muſt there be a heap 


J 


: ke impieties , where there 1s 
C (fe * '* | 
| ©; oblivion of the greateſt mer- 


riex; reels muſt our Errors turn 
to Ferefes , when they are practt- 
© | ed by defi n, and obKinacy, and 
' | overtake ' us not by ſarprize , bur 
poſſeſſe us wich a. reſolute opini- 
of! againſt the decifions of the 
Church, Are not theſe . ſpots is 
is Feaſts, ſeeming rather to bz 


God, and lawlefſe in the world, 
- $a0d"bf ach as (throuph the hear 
of a miſtaken zea!) think to meet 
| ſeſus among the enSagements 
and purſuic of worldly - ;nterefts , 
0 18 onely to be found in the 
e, in his Ordinances, and 
union of his Saifts ? 
E 
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Here onely 1s the Sanctuary of 
reſt, where wearied ſouls may lay 
their heads ; here ſhall we be 
ſure to meet with comfortable 
embraces, and from his mouth 
Whoſe Laws are eftabliſhed upon 
outidations Rronger then the Pil- 
lars of heaven , and earth) thall 
we - receive the excellent Pre 
wifes , and cleareſt Revelations of 
' eternity, And when men have 
-Once left this Truth | their onely 
os home ] they will rake up 
their lodging [all errors being near 
of tin] under any root or opt- 
Niok which hath rhe leaſt ſhadow 
of Probability ; ſuch an ignorant 
2ex] being roo blind to go right, 
and 00 dbive to and ill, and like 
faſe tabule or unſealed wax, ready 
to rake arty impreſſion. 


# 


And however ſame may poſlr 
bly pretend, holineſs rowards God, 
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O let us not thus be flattered 
into a ſecurity of our exceſles, 
fince the whole head 1s fick , the 
whole heatt is heavy , -and no- 
thing 1s ſafe, nothing is pleaſant 
among ſuch calamities , where the 
worſt of evils is the re;oycing, 
and' where the eyes of Tr#:þ have 
been of ' late put out by the cul 
and rubbiſh which hath been made 
through the fall of ſo great and 
ancient & 'Fabrick ! 


- And who ere they+be that ſtrive 
again the peaceable wiſhes of 
the' Church/,”by- railing at , revil- 
ing { and underminigs the pillars 
thereof; by' reproathins' their pet- 
ſons , -dectying their office', by a- 
batinio - and! exclaifriine avainſt 
their inaintenince ;; by ſupporting 
and countenahcing' Errors and he- 
reſres' , 0 before” their ! wholeſomer 
Doarine 3 and whereby" to run 

, . . them 
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pes of his' Fraiterous Coun- 
| Sewith an 1 
ſr Mill. fr os ade 
3 ls ond 1 ro CO 
- || the & and the rg of the 
n| 2) to periſh by poiſon from 
- bis own Domeſicks.; neither 


Hannibal alone ( who ſo long 
E 3 VWCca-: 
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weaved | the . imextricable web of 
war} to ſhorten the dare of his 
 Corfrempes wich vohmtary poy- 
fon; but 4urely all choſe who thus 
think ro 'pkaſe themſelves in an 
 Ubrecified deyeorion and formal 
profetity, will ' prove no other 
than barren Trees. which make a 
' great/ male ', andnever beare fruit, 
And how fad will their account 
be, who thus prick their fingers 


wide they-art eatherine of Roſes? 
may Im. pn, age us, = 
we -Ghail-:[ fbe'thus: bertaying the 
malt holy thewge J.>durſe rhe womb | 
that _—_— ad ts drealts _— 
gAVe us. 3'whe Church t 

Chriftened us, arid: the Miniſter 
that Carechived us; amd when we 
ſhall befhrew rhe day * that ever 
we heard a goo Sermon > Alas 


rat our miſery ſhould be heivht- 
ned fron oar awans of being onct 
happy | Thar we thould bewail 


OUT 
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knowledge, and repent us 
folly our Grace ! 


O how. wilt they . chen Bulk, 
when rhat (er. 23. 24.) God who 
flls heaven and earth )/ ſhall have 
2 Candle in every mans boſor 

their own conſciences] who 

Ave to make their ſins look ver- 
fl. by making them wetl-fa-- 
voured, * who embrace ſchiſar un- 
&r the notion of nt r#th,, and too 
often rake comple 10N far R eli- 
ot bh be eafrer for the 
> Know, not God, 

ns yorfbip him ? O 

ng onto take rhe great+ 

b vice -for "rhe arc verfue ! 
alf __ E 08-KE 1 our godlineſſe 
ending us ; the werſe 
before od! * 


Hereſie [ the key of Atheiſm. | 
may for a time (indeed) mak? 
E arrows 
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arrows of any wood, to hit the 
marks of their intere{t, an{ like 
a fawning ſervant , b- ever 12ay 
To obſerve his Maſters will in 
Juch ill ' offices whercin his own 
advantave concutreth : Thoch all 
at laſt will be conſumed like A- 
bortives in thi, birth , ani no 
otherwiſe ſtzad chem than as Woods 
and Foreſts. ſhelter. Theeves, on- 
Ty to cover-their crines. 


Since he that this way thinks 
to pacihe Divine Majeſty , inſen- 
ſeth it ; He that with Saw! offers 
up- the ok pew mountajns of im- 
Pp injuſtice , doth but offer 
to God the Sacrifices of diſob:di- 
ence, which. defile rather then 
adorn the Alrats of God, ſecing 
thcy onely garniſh rhe ambition 
of man, Burt as peaceable diſpo- 
firions ſomerimes ſurfer of reſt, 
becauſe the natural inclination to 

change, 


ercinff-Liberitniſfm, 103: 
change , makes felicity it: ſelf to 
become tedious ; ſo troubleſome 
heads alwayes account quietneſfſe 
their greateſt enemy-,.no way con- 
hidering that our approach to God 

0+ 'be/ ai fixed , 'a'purpoſed 

| ſetled Aﬀiow ; to which | our: 
keart ſhould be..ever* ſo ſolemnly 
adjoyned ;- netther ought he to be 
commuxed with any of our Att:- 
avs but with an ayfull reverence, 
end attention ;full of thorror -and 


ia wal-br. | 
And: though there are': many 
Endymin:oxzs to be © found who 
embrace.ithe Moon, whole: hearts 
ve; eyet and canon wheeling a» 
boat! iti ceridietie -Labyrinchs',' fur» 
caged with- changeable fancier. , 
and whoſe: ſpirits. are.” perperualty 
attended -\ich- turbulencies , and 
enawn with the 1tch' of noveiry ; 
yet ler. all our ends and. ende2- 

E 5 VOLTS + 


vors be recolieaed in God as bzzms 
ma the Sun. 


Ic 4s the nature of Quick-ſilyer 
to tremble up and down, and ne- 
ver leaverh wngill it hach found 
20 whetewith wo mingle , ſo the 

eart of man Þoundech and leap- 
ech here and-'there mn all its trow 
bles and . difturbances . = 
being nothi but ebb; an 
foods ., whit ſach.::nme as it 15 
united to 1ts Creatour (the Tem: 
ple - of all repoſe.) And let all 
fuch know who, fem to. catch the 
world'with a Hook, who. rejoyc 
mn their.own ,crime. as if it were 
& vertue,  and..make Sacrifice 
_ _ ops mich 
who wdge of ineſs by the 
multitude of ow and ow 
tedge no. other ''God bur their 
good fortune, that howeyer they 
think 16 proſper in. their own 1* 


magi- 


the nal wiſdom of God ,' they 


proton, inwardly yoo Mr ade 


are no other than Jcaraſſes' who 
ſeek to Aon Birds- with 
wexen | the leaſt ra 

yon th "the throne of roo 
ven , ing able. to durn «hem-, 
and make their” heigch- ferve to - 
ho "other uſe than to- render 
their fall the more femarkable'; 
or like the golden precipices of 
Heling abalns Which Were nor de- 
vifed. but'to make his rwre the - 


more memorable. 


It rs ſaid, the very. feathers of 
the" Eagle 'are fo imperious that 

they will not- Mix with the Plum 
Fa "meaty Birds , without - con- 
ming them ; and ſhall we ehink 
to minele God , who is an m- 
comprehenſible wiſdom, a riches 
mexhaiiftible , and a: purity #nfi- 


nice 7 - 


_ 


106 Ayn Advice 


nite , with our feeble pretenſion, 
which have frenzy for beginnins 
miſery for inheritance, and | 
purity for ornament ? 


If. we are not to appropriate to 
our-ſelves ſacred Gold nor Silver, 
neither to transferre to. prophane 
uſes what hath been dedicated to 

God ( as. we. find expreiled both 

in Civil and Eccleſjia(ticil Laws) 

Row. do we offend God ( who 
' hath-eranced us a Spirit of Gold, 
yea (I may ſay) a heart of Gold, 
when he waſhed and re: 2enerated 
us by the ſpirit of Bapriſ m ) when 
We therewith min..le the weak f- Ty 
ces Of our own brain! And hov 


far are we from rendrin2 to God 
what ts due to hin , when we 


make .uſe of our. heart as. a vel- 
fell of abomination , frau;htiag it 
with the Chimeraes of our fond 
Mathpotions and planting no- 


thing 
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—_—_— ./' but the petty wy 

ſts'of our own-glory , andatn- 
dicious humors, as an Altar where- 
on we daily preſent the beſt parr 


of our ſacrifice | rel 


+ We find that the worſt of Ty- 


rarts,  Mezemtins could: finde-no 
erearer cruelty on earth then-to 
tie a dead body to a /iving ; and 
ſhall we faſten thoughts 'of our 
dead - and languiſhing  mindes 
wih- God; who. is nothing but 
life and -truth ? Surely , its hi 
time for us to leave the g1 
fancies of the world, to behold 
Beauties and - lights of divine glo- 
iy, unleſs we mean, to Regiſter 
our: defects in. the Calander of 
eternity. Shall. we preſcribe lumits 
to the Almighty ? ſhall we thus 
lay continual- regs unto his power 

our own weak. reaſons | no bet- 


ter then dreams, or vanity ? Ne 


\ 
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thall we fibje the 7dex's of him 
who hath made borh us and our 
knowledge, to the vain and weak 
xppfexmances of our underſtand- 


ing? 


Quit juont hec ? 
Oriroe vnterris anime © caleſti- 
111092 1anes!! 


-. What do we herein: lefle, than 
amuſe 'the curiofiry of our mind, 
by ſeeking to feed it with ONa\ly- 
ins'the raw bones of our own in: 
Yentons 


Let''us no. longer then make 
watite 'againft heaven , nor de- 
wact from Gods glory, by pre- 
_ Ferriig Our own Fancies to his 

udice. 


pre) Relig10n ( hike the U- 
mverie, all the members where- 
of mutually love and embrace). 
is untted 'and ) colte&ed within it 

Ws - - 


5"! howv/eught we then. to take 
bead of difgjoyniveg ith 
Fhifme; and the difotdinate 4ove 
of out! Own - vid ind wavering 
conceits, which carry with -theta 
ſo. myvh- of infidelity, of coarempr 
of Gn, yes of ' down Re = 
thiſm! Yea -'which' ordinarily 
makes our beſt ſeeming perform- 
ances ,- the "more deteliabſe by in- 
fnuning Avich! ſuch fubtilries , and 
prorexts of tholinefs ," 2s if it were 
moth devour; this being' not on- 
ba fmple Tyranny ,- bur a facri- 
ieye:; and (through irs 'exorbi- 
tance ):defcendeth- ro: the work of 
d&formcies! 


| -our- weakneſs 
and -adulterate 
= eſſence &f-Truth , Oh mro (| 
Xa point of preſumpruous IN- 1h | 
folegoy witt not. our Hlindneffe Mf 


atrry us? How ſhall-we ſooth our 
| ſelves 
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ſelves - into ſome illumination , 
which wul really. prove bur an e- 
gregious.dotage ?- and thereby 
involve our ſelves in. a- miſt, and 
grope in the dark, as if Truth 
were gotten into ſome dungeon, 
which our. ſhallow apprehenſions 
could not fathom. 


* Its but vain to- implore Gods 
Power in a bad cauſe. Man ought 
ro..baye. an. unpolluted ſoul, and 
abſolutely free. from all vicious 
Paſſipns. (at leaſt -wiſe ) in that 
moment he addreſſech himſelf un- 
to him ; otherwiſe we our ſelves 
preſent him the rods. co whip us 
withall ; and in fea{ of redreſſin? 
our fault ,. we ,redouble: the tame, 
by preſenting him -with ſuch, at- 
-tecnons, as are fraught with fin 
and ITTCverence, C9] whonm-only VVC 
Rog ſue for grace and forgive: 

v1s., | 


It 


= SHE: 


againſt Libertiniſm, 112 
_.If we pretend good , to do 
miſchief, and a& the devils part 
n.the attire of an Angel, what 
d we other then foſter the crime 
and the Judze in one and the ſame 
Manſon ? | 


And what is this but to lend 
nothing to./ deyorion, but | what 
might flatter our Paſſhons, and e- 
ven make that Religion to ſhrowd 
and foſter our vices , which 1t 
was Ofdained to root out > Sure- 
ly he that thus calls God for 
bis afſiſtance, while he is engul- 
phcd in fone, doth but like the 
hief which called Juſtice for 
his 'aide, or thoſe that produce 
ru Providence in witneſs of 2 
le. 


bole MIS. a  * A © 
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Let us no. longer dare then 
to. burn incenſe vpon that Altar , 


to. which we have no lawfhll o_ 
| or 
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for which we finde a 200d 
Prmce | otherwiſe ] to carry the 
fpors of ns too much forward- 
neſle- ro his grave. Our hean 
being” ruled, and our ſoul com- 
manded by faich , reaſon will. 
eth that we draw all othe: 
parts to the ſervice of God, 
aceordine to their beſt power 
and facuky. Our fAnes , though 
narurefly tending downward 3 | 
t their centre, do ( through the 
re&"-much preferring of our own 
wwentions tn Gods worſhip , be 
| fore His' hoſy preſeriprrons ) mor'nt 
"watrds' by their” cry; nothing 
bet "our fob and rays! 
being feft us { as the beſt coun 
reffounds)) ro drown their noiſe, 
that GoJ may nor hear them ; 
and the pheading merits of ou 
$Sav'ow , with the loved Ji 
apa of his blood , being \the 

t way to flence the lou 
nes 
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